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7th Grade Social Studies Curriculum Matrix

(Note: Curriculum Matrix based on 180 instructional days; instructional days include assessments.)

Unit Instructional Days

Early September Unit1: NJDOE Holocaust Comminsion 9/11 Approved Activities 3 Instructional Days

September/October Unit 2: Mesoamerica: Mayan. Incan and Aztec Civilizations 20 Instructional Days

November/December Unit 3:  Feudal Kingdoms in Europe (Middle Ages) and Japan 20 Instructional Days

January-Feb Unit 4:  Exploration and Colonization 20 Instructional Days

March/May Unit 5: The American Revolution 37  Instructional Days

May-June Unit 6: Economy 10  Instructional Days

June Unit 7: Holocaust 6 Instructional Days
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Philosophy

The Florham Park School District’s social studies curriculum encourages the students to learn civic principles to become active members of the
global community.  For a productive and satisfying life, students must have meaningful engagement in the complex world around us. Social Studies
allow students to explore and analyze people in connection to their past, their environment, and their societies. 

Through the New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards, the students will investigate the past and make connections to current events.
Technology can enhance critical thinking, geography skills, e�ective communication, and historical understanding. Collaborative, student-centered
lessons will promote e�ective social interactions and problem solving skills.

Exposure to the diverse cultures in the world helps to promote empathy, self-re�ection, and active global citizens. “Students must feel empowered to
make informed and reasoned decisions through their knowledge and understanding of the diverse and dynamic nature of society and the interaction
among cultures, societies, governments and environments.” 

Florham Park’s Holocaust and Amistad lessons and connection to the Social Studies Curriculum
Florham Park has infused Holocaust and Amistad commission lessons throughout the curriculum.  The curriculum infuses interactive read alouds
throughout the school year.  The purpose of the Amistad commision mandate is to infuse the history of Africans and African-Americans into the
social studies curriculum in order to provide an accurate, complete and inclusive history.  Teachers will be provided books from the Amistad
Commision recommended book list with questions to go along with the interactive read aloud books.
Adapted from
“ISB Social Studies Philosophy Statement” International School of Beijing. All Rights Reserved. © 2011. Web.  21 June 2011.

7th Grade’s Geographic Goals

Location ● Identify location of major regions, countries cities, landforms and bodies of water worldwide
● Identify relative location of places in the ancient and medieval world

Place ● Describe topography, climate, resources and cultural groups worldwide

Relationship
within places

● Formulate causes for di�erences in topography, climate and resource allocation worldwide
● Analyze e�ects of topography, climate and resources on how people live worldwide
● Examine how people worldwide have in�uenced the region in which they live
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Movement ● De�ne culture and explain how cultural groups develop and change
● Evaluate how developments in technology have led to increased global interdependence
● Interpret maps, charts, graphs, timelines and tables related to the present day world

Regions ● Compare and contrast life in world regions

Unit 1: NJDOE Holocaust Comminsion 9/11 Approved Activities Grade: 7th

Unit Overview:
This unit is designed to provide lessons to students through the Learning From the Challenges of Our Times curriculum designe through the New
Hersey Commison on Holocaust Education. The students will explore various lessons from the following units: human behaviour,  terrorisn from
playgorund to world stage--violence, aggression, historical context of terrorism, 9/11-a contemporary case studin in terrorism, and rememberance and
the creation of memory.

NJ Student Learning Standards

Standards
6.1 U.S. History: America in the World: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the
environment shape the American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that re�ect fundamental rights and core democratic values as productive
citizens in local, national, and global communities
Companion Standards:
Key Ideas and Details
NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences and relevant connections from it; cite speci�c textual evidence when writing or speaking
to support conclusions drawn from the text.
NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas.
NJSLSA.R3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text.
Craft and Structure
NJSLSA.R4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and �gurative meanings, and analyze how speci�c word choices shape
meaning or tone.
NJSLSA.R5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how speci�c sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the
whole.
NJSLSA.R6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
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NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.
NJSLSA.R8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and speci�c claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and su�ciency of the evidence.
NJSLSA.R9. Analyze and re�ect on how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take.

NJSLSA.R10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and pro�ciently with sca�olding as needed.
Reading History and Social Studies:
Key Ideas and Details
RH.6-8.1. Cite speci�c textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources.
RH.6-8.2. Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions.
RH.6-8.3. Identify key steps in a text's description of a process related to history/social studies (e.g., how a bill becomes law, how interest rates are raised or lowered).
Craft and Structure
RH.6-8.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary speci�c to domains related to history/social studies.
RH.6-8.5. Describe how a text presents information (e.g., sequentially, comparatively, causally).
RH.6-8.6. Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author's point of view or purpose (e.g., loaded language, inclusion or avoidance of particular facts).
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
RH.6-8.7. Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other information in print and digital texts.
RH.6-8.8. Distinguish among fact, opinion, and reasoned judgment in a text.
RH.6-8.9. Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary source on the same topic.
Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity
RH.6-8.10.  By the end of grade 8, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 6-8 text complexity band independently and pro�ciently

Science
Determine the central ideas or conclusions of a text; provide an accurate summary of the text distinct from prior knowledge or opinions. (MS-LS1-5) RST.6-8.2

Standard 8 Computer Science
Performance Expectations:
8.1.8.IC.1  Compare the trade-offs associated with computing technologies that affect an individual's everyday activities and career options.

Standard 9 Career Readiness, Life Literacy, and Key Skills
9.2.8.CAP.2: Develop a plan that includes information about career areas of interest.

New Jersey Amistad Commission:: N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88
Every board of education shall incorporate the information regarding the contributions of African-Americans to our country in an appropriate place in the curriculum of elementary and
secondary school students.

LGBT and Disabilities Law: N.J.S.A. 18A:35-4.35 A board of education shall include instruction on the political, economic, and social contributions of persons with disabilities and
lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender people, in an appropriate place in the curriculum of middle school and high school students as part of the district’s implementation of the New Jersey
Student Learning Standards (N.J.S.A.18A:35-4.36) A board of education shall have policies and procedures in place pertaining to the selection of instructional materials to implement the
requirements of N.J.S.A. 18A:35-4.35.

Holocaust Law: N.J.S.A. 18A:35-28 Every board of education shall include instruction on the Holocaust and genocides in an appropriate place in the curriculum of all elementary and
secondary school pupils. The instruction shall further emphasize the personal responsibility that each citizen bears to �ght racism and hatred whenever and wherever it happens.
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Primary interdisciplinary connections: Language Arts, 21st Century Life and Careers, Science, and Technology
Suggested Activities:
Math:  Graphs comparing populations, Compare latitude and longitude lines to a line graph
Science:  Environmental Changes, study agriculture

Unit Enduring Understandings Essential Questions

● Students will be able to identify and analyze di�erent
communities that make up American culture.

● Students will analyze several cases and determine if the acts were
terrorism

● Students will distinguish among the following terms:
governmental terrorism, government sponsorship of terrorism,
non-governmental sponsored terrorism.

● Students will be able to demonstrate their ability to comprehend
the use of art by children and adults to express emotions and
viewpoints and to preserve memory.

● How have economic, political, and cultural decisions
promoted or prevented the growth of personal freedom,
individual responsibility, equality, and respect for human
dignity?

● How do our interpretations of past events inform our
understanding of cause and e�ect, and continuity and change,
and how do they in�uence our beliefs and decisions about
current public policy issues?

Unit Teaching Points:

Lesson MI: Students will be able to use quote from President Rick Warren at President Obama’s inauguration, analyze
cultures, subcultures, etc., that make up U.S.; respect vs. prejudice.

Lesson MII-5: Students will be able to analyzing di�erent de�nitions of terrorism and applying to several di�erent case studies.

Lesson MIII-6: Students will be able to use handouts, photos, etc. to investigate typesof terrorism (lone, group, government
sponsored), use of children.

Lesson MIV-10: Students will be able to analyze timelines to help students understand the chain of events that led to 9/11.
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Lesson MVI-14: Students will be able to analyze Picasso’s Guernica and its signi�cance; Children’s Guernica and its signi�cance,
and the symbolism throughout the art work.

Heritage Celebrated
Month Guide
(Cover in all
curricular areas)

National
Hispanic-Latino
Heritage Month:
Celebrated Sept
15-October 15
Possible Readings:
Grade 8 reading level:
Culture and History
Hispanic Heritage
Month Culture
History and
Biographies:

● Esperanza
Rising by
Pam Munoz
Ryan  (Level
V)

● House on
the Mango
Street by
Sandra
Cisneros
(Level V)

● Becoming
Naomi
Leon by
Pam Munoz

Teaching Points to explore with students:
● Today I want to teach you about Mexican Culture and history through

National holidays
● Today I want to teach you that September 15 also marks the independence

days of �ve Hispanic countries-Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala,
Honduras, and Nicaragua. Mexico achieved independence on September 16,
and Chile on September 18
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Bryan (Level
W)

● The
Dreamer by
Pam Munoz
Bryan (Level
W)

Evidence of Learning (Assessments) Accommodations and Modi�cations

Formative Assessments:

● Exit Tickets
● Notebook Checks
● Conferences
● Drafts

Summative Assessments:

● Unit Projects
● Written Analysis
● Summative tests
● SAC (Structured Academic Controversy)
● Demonstrations
● Portfolio

Benchmark Assessments:

● Initial Benchmark:  3rd Week of September
● Mid-year Benchmark: 4th Week of January
● End of year Benchmark:  Last week in May

Special Education:

● Curricular Modi�cations and Guidance for Students Educated in
Special Class Settings

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners,

& Mainstream Learners)
Differentiation:

● Preview content and concepts
● Behavior management plan
● Highlight text
● Small group setting

High-Prep Differentiation:
● Alternative formative and summative assessments
● Guided Reading
● Personal agendas
● Project-based learning
● Tiered activities/assignments
● Varying organizers for instructions

Low-Prep Differentiation:
● Clubbing activities
● Exploration by interest
● Flexible groupings
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Alternative Assessments:

● Choice Projects
● Portfolios
● Arguments Writing Assignments
● Notebook assessments
● Oral Presentations
● Socratic Seminars
● Primary Source Analysis
● Social Studies Instructional Strategies

English Language Learners:

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners,

& Mainstream Learners)

Students at Risk for Failure:

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners,

& Mainstream Learners}

Gifted and Talented

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners,

& Mainstream Learners)

Students with 504 Plans

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cation
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners,

& Mainstream Learners)

Core Instructional and Supplemental Materials
Professional Resources:

Core Instructional, Supplemental, Instructional, and
Intervention Resources

Core Professional Resources:

● Holocaust 911 Curriculumn
● Liberty Science Center
● Kidsbridge Tolerance Museum

Core Instructional Resources:

● Reverend Rick Warren’s invocation at the inauguration of
Barack Obama as President of the United States
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● The National September 11 Memorial and Museum
● 7th Grade - African and African American Amistad Infusion
● 6-8 Black History Resources
● Amistad Curriculum (K-12)

Supplemental Professional Resources:

● Stanford History Education Group
● iCivics
● Teaching Tolerance
● Facing History and Ourselves

● Influential People (Barack Obama) by Jenny Benjamin
(Level S)

● Becoming by Michelle Obama (Level Z)
● Barack Obama: President of the United States (Level U)
● Saddleback’s Graphic Biographies (Level V)
● Any appropriate grade 7 book applicable to the unit chosen

by the teacher

Supplemental Resources:

Suggested Lessons for  Di�erentiation with Small Groups:
● Newsela
● Brainpop
● Barack Obama by Caroline Crosson (Level K)
● Michelle Obama by Joan Stoltman (Level H)
● Little Biographies of Big People by Joan Stoltman (Level

H)
● Of Thee I Sing: A Letter to My Daughters by Barack

Obama (Level R)

Intervention Resources:

● Graphic Organizers
● Sca�olded Notes
● Closed Notes
● Shared Notes and slide presentations
● Study guides
● Newsela
● Brain Pop JR.
● Readworks
● CNN10

Interdisciplinary Connections Integration of Technology through NJSLS

● Correlates to routines unit in math, rules and community units in social studies
Identify classroom routines in other subject areas: math, science, and social studies.

● Create a word study word sort in Inspiration.
● Listen to books on CDs, tapes, videos or podcasts if available.
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● In Social Studies discuss routines in the community
● Understand what it means to “read close” in social studies, science, and foreign

language.
● O�er short, non�ction picture books and non�ction articles on science, social

studies, and foreign language related activities to encourage building background
knowledge and independent reading about topics of interest to students.

● Encourage students to respond to texts in their speci�c subject area notebooks as
they re�ect on what they have been reading.

● Highlight texts, themes, and re�ections that connect to themes related to the
Holocaust; i.e. power, bullying, empathy, and social activism.

● Listen to books on websites (pbskids.org/lions/index.html,
storylineonline.net, storyit.com, Elementary Connections Page)

● Use a document camera or overhead projector for shared reading of texts.
Ongoing:

● Listen to books on CDs, tapes, videos or podcasts if available.
● Listen to books on websites (pbskids.org/lions/index.html,

storylineonline.net, storyit.com, Elementary Connections Page)
● Use a document camera or overhead projector for shared reading of texts.
Other:
● Use Microsoft Word, Inspiration, or Smart Board Notebook software to

write the words from their word sorts.
● Use Inspiration to create a double timeline looking at plot events and

character motivation.

Integration of 21st Century Themes and Skills Media Literacy Integration

● Financial, Economic, Business, and Entrepreneurial Literacy
● Civic Literacy
● Health Literacy
● Social Justice Literacy
● Creativity and Innovation
● Critical Thinking and Problem Solving Communication and Collaboration

Information Literacy
● Media Literacy
● Life and Career Skills
● Creativity and Innovations
● Critical Thinking and Problem Solving
● Communication and Collaboration

● Ask students to look for speci�c things when they view videos or read print
material, and then ask questions about those items

● Build on the intuitive knowledge students have gained from media about the
story and character

● Clarify the distinction between �ction and non�ction in di�erent types of
media reporting on the same topic

● Use print materials to practice reading and comprehension skills
● Information Literacy

Career Education Global Perspective

● New Jersey Educational Field Trip
● Washington DC Trip
● History Based Field Trip
● Oregon Trail Webquest
● Flexibility and Adaptability
● Initiative and Self-Direction
● Social and Cross-Cultural Skills
● Productivity and Accountability
● Leadership and Responsibility

● National Hispanic-Latino Heritage Month
● National Disability Employment Awareness Month
● National American Indian Heritage Month
● Black History Month
● National Women’s History Month,
● National Irish-American Heritage Month
● National Italian American Heritage Month
● Asian Paci�c American Heritage
● Older Americans’ Month
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● Jewish American Heritage Month
● Week of Respect
● Red Ribbon Week
● International Dot Day (September 16)

Unit 2: Mesoamerica: Mayan, Incan and Aztec Civilizations Grade: 7th

Unit Overview:
This unit will explore the civilizations that existed in the Americas before the arrival of the Europeans. Students will �rstly investigate the geography
of Central and South America and its relationships to the empires of the Incas, Aztecs, and Mayans. Students will identify important aspects of the
Incan government, daily life, lasting achievements, and how they managed their extensive empire. Next, students will collect information about the
Mayan culture, focusing on their religion, agricultural achievements, and eventual decline. Finally, students will explore the founding of the Aztec
empire, including their adaptation to their local geography. Lastly, students will investigate Aztec religion, learning, and social hierarchy. Students will
appraise the Spanish conquistadors invasion of the Aztec empire.

This unit investigates three of the major pre-Columbian civilizations that dominated Central and South America. This unit not only gives students
vital background information for learning about the Age of Exploration and the Columbian Exchange, but gives students the opportunity to see just
how sophisticated and re�ned these civilizations really were. Since these civilizations were developed closer to the Age of Exploration, students may
see them as relatively uncivilized compared to the sophistication of the European explorers- some of them whom conquered the Aztec empire. In
many cases, however, these ancient cultures were highly intelligent and re�ned in areas that the Europeans were not. Consequently, it is important
for students to understand and appreciate the complexities of these ancient civilizations

NJ Student Learning Standards

Standards
6.2 World History/Global Studies All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically and systematically about how past interactions of people, cultures, and the
environment a�ect issues across time and cultures. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions as socially and ethically responsible world citizens in the 21st
century.

Companion Standards:
Key Ideas and Details
NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences and relevant connections from it; cite speci�c textual evidence when writing or speaking
to support conclusions drawn from the text.
NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas.
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NJSLSA.R3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text.
Craft and Structure
NJSLSA.R4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and �gurative meanings, and analyze how speci�c word choices shape
meaning or tone.
NJSLSA.R5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how speci�c sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and
the whole.
NJSLSA.R6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.
NJSLSA.R8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and speci�c claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and su�ciency of the evidence.
NJSLSA.R9. Analyze and re�ect on how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take.

NJSLSA.R10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and pro�ciently with sca�olding as needed.
Reading History and Social Studies:
Key Ideas and Details
RH.6-8.1. Cite speci�c textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources.
RH.6-8.2. Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions.
RH.6-8.3. Identify key steps in a text's description of a process related to history/social studies (e.g., how a bill becomes law, how interest rates are raised or lowered).
Craft and Structure
RH.6-8.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary speci�c to domains related to history/social studies.
RH.6-8.5. Describe how a text presents information (e.g., sequentially, comparatively, causally).
RH.6-8.6. Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author's point of view or purpose (e.g., loaded language, inclusion or avoidance of particular facts).
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
RH.6-8.7. Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other information in print and digital texts.
RH.6-8.8. Distinguish among fact, opinion, and reasoned judgment in a text.
RH.6-8.9. Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary source on the same topic.
Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity
RH.6-8.10.  By the end of grade 8, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 6-8 text complexity band independently and pro�ciently

Science
Determine the central ideas or conclusions of a text; provide an accurate summary of the text distinct from prior knowledge or opinions. (MS-LS1-5) RST.6-8.2

Standard 8 Computer Science
Performance Expectations:
8.1.8.IC.1  Compare the trade-offs associated with computing technologies that affect an individual's everyday activities and career options.

Standard 9 Career Readiness, Life Literacy, and Key Skills
9.2.8.CAP.2: Develop a plan that includes information about career areas of interest.
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New Jersey Amistad Commission:: N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88
Every board of education shall incorporate the information regarding the contributions of African-Americans to our country in an appropriate place in the curriculum of elementary and
secondary school students.

LGBT and Disabilities Law: N.J.S.A. 18A:35-4.35 A board of education shall include instruction on the political, economic, and social contributions of persons with disabilities and
lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender people, in an appropriate place in the curriculum of middle school and high school students as part of the district’s implementation of the New
Jersey Student Learning Standards (N.J.S.A.18A:35-4.36) A board of education shall have policies and procedures in place pertaining to the selection of instructional materials to
implement the requirements of N.J.S.A. 18A:35-4.35.

Primary interdisciplinary connections: Language Arts, 21st Century Life and Careers, Science, and Technology
Suggested Activities:
Math:  Graphs comparing populations, Compare latitude and longitude lines to a line graph
Science:  Environmental Changes, study agriculture

Social Studies Standards

6.2 World History/ Global Studies by the end of Grade 8
Era 4. Expanding Exchanges and Encounters (500 CE-1450 CE)
The emergence of empires (i.e., Asia, Africa, Europe and the Americas) resulted from the promotion of interregional trade, cultural exchanges, new
technologies, urbanization, and centralized political organization. The rise and spread of new belief systems uni�ed societies, but they also became a
major source of tension and con�ict. While commercial and agricultural improvements created new wealth and opportunities for the empires, most
people’s daily lives remained unchanged.

Core Idea Performance Expectations

Political and civil institutions impact all
aspects of people’s lives

● 6.2.8.CivicsPI.4.a: Analyze the role of religion and other means rulers used to unify and centrally govern expanding
territories with diverse populations.

The principles of the United States
government are based on political
philosophies, ideas, and experiences of
earlier governments.

● 6.2.8.CivicsDP.4.a: Cite evidence of the in�uence of medieval English legal and constitutional practices on modern
democratic thought and institutions (i.e., the Magna Carta, parliament, the development of habeas corpus, and an
independent judiciary).

Cultural patterns and economic decisions
in�uence environments and the daily lives
of people in both nearby and distant
places.

● 6.2.8.GeoHE.4.a: Explain how geography in�uenced the development of the political, economic, and cultural centers of each
empire as well as the empires’ relationships with other parts of the world. 
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The di�usion of ideas and cultural
practices are impacted by the movement
of people and advancements in
transportation, communication, and
technology.

● 6.2.8.GeoHE.4.c: Assess how maritime and overland trade routes impacted urbanization, transportation, communication,
and the development of international trade centers (i.e., the African caravan and Silk Road).

The physical and human characteristics of
places and regions are connected to
human identities and cultures.

● 6.2.8.GeoHE.4.b: Use geographic models to determine the impact of environmental modi�cations made by earlier
civilizations on the current day environmental challenges.

● 6.2.8.GeoHE.4.c: Explain how the geographies and climates of Asia, Africa, Europe, and the Americas in�uenced their
economic development and interaction or isolation with other societies.

Historical events may have single,
multiple, direct and indirect causes and
e�ects.

● 6.2.8.HistoryCC.4.f: Explain how and why the interrelationships among improved agricultural production, population
growth, urbanization, and commercialization led to the rise of powerful states and kingdoms (i.e., Europe, Asia, Americas).

Historical events and developments are
shaped by social, political, cultural,
technological, and economic factors.

● 6.2.8.HistoryCC.4.a: Assess the demographic, economic, and religious impact of the plague on Europe.
● 6.2.8.HistoryCC.4.b: Analyze the causes and outcomes of the Crusades from di�erent perspectives, including the

perspectives of European political and religious leaders, the crusaders, Jews, Muslims, and traders.
● 6.2.8.HistoryCC.4.c: Determine the extent to which the Byzantine Empire in�uenced the Islamic world and western

Europe.
● 6.2.8.HistoryCC.4.d: Analyze the role of religion and economics in shaping each empire’s social hierarchy and evaluate the

impact these hierarchical structures had on the lives of various groups of people.
● 6.2.8.HistoryCC.4.g: Evaluate the importance and enduring legacy of the major achievements of the people living Asia,

Africa (Islam), Europe and the Americas over time.

9.1.8.A.1 Develop strategies to reinforce positive attitudes and productive behaviors that impact critical thinking and problem-solving skills.

9.1.8.C.2 Demonstrate the use of compromise, consensus, and community building strategies for carrying out di�erent tasks, assignments, and
projects. 

9.1.8.C.3 Model leadership skills during classroom and extra-curricular activities. 

WHST.6-8.1. Write arguments focused on discipline-speci�c content.

RH.6-8.1. Cite speci�c textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources.

RH.6-8.2. Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of the source distinct from
prior knowledge or opinions.
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Unit Enduring Understandings Essential Questions

● The varied geography and climate of the Americas produced a
diversity of Native American peoples and culture.

● The Incas ruled a large, highly organized mountain empire in
South America.  Their accomplishments included long-lasting
stone structures.

● Mayan civilization was based on farming, which supported
cities throughout the Yucatan Peninsula.

● The Aztecs used conquest to rule a rich and powerful empire
of diverse peoples in Middle America.

● The Incas, Aztecs, and Mayas were sophisticated civilizations
whose mysteries are still being explored today.

● How did natural resources in the Americas help in the
establishment of the new civilization?

● How were the major means of economic transition in the
Mayan and Aztec Civilizations influential in building the
new civilization?

Unit Teaching Points:

Bends Topics Lessons

Bend I: Bend: Maya Civilization Introductory Activity: (Synchronous)
Go over Unit 1: Ancient
Civilizations in America
(# 9)

- Read, highlight and answer
questions on Olmec wkst

- Read, highlight and answer

Lesson 1: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I am giong to teach you about the location and key
agricultural products and methods of the Mayan civilization

● Warm up: Ask students what they know or heard
about the Mayan civilization, or what curiosities they
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have about Mayan civilization? Show video clip:
Mayan Civilization for Kids

● Activity: Students will �ll out KWL chart.  Show
students di�erent versions of maps of south American
(Time Maps gives a live version of Mayan and maps of
South America, Ancient Mayan and homeland Mayan)
Have students boxes and bullet: Mayan Culture , and
methods of agriculture

● Closure: What reasons made the Mayans an advanced
civilization?

Lesson 2: (Mini Lesson/Asynchronous)
Today I am going to teach you to complete a comparison matrix
where you research about Mayan civilizations’ scienti�c,
technological, intellectual, and artistic advancements.

● Warm up: Yesterday you discussed and discovered
some of the reasons why they were considered
advanced civilizations. Today you’re going to do an in
depth analysis of those advancement

● Activity: Asynchronous Webquest: Mayan
Civilization. Give students options to present their
�ndings through: digital posters, presentations, or
videos
Video: Mayan Scienti�c advances
Mayan Technology
Mayan Art
Mayan Civilization

● Re�ection: Analyze why these discoveries made the
civilization one of the most advanced

Lesson 3: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
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Today I am going to teach you about the government and social
structures of the Mayan civilization

● Warm up: Explain the structure of the Mayan
Government and have student understand the roles of
the di�erent people in the Mayan government

● Activity: Take notes on Mayan’s government.
Compare and contrast with our government taking
notes in a Venn Diagram

● Discuss how the government establishes the social
structure of the civilization?
Mayan Government
Mayan Government
Mayan Social Structures

● Re�ection: How does this form of social structure
create inequality and oppression? Use research to
support your answer

Lesson 4: (Mini Lesson/ Synchronous)
Today I am giong to teach you about the Mayan Religion and
we will discuss how much in�uence it had on the people,
culture, and the government.

● Warm up: Based on your research and knowledge of
the Mayan government and social structure, how big
of a role did religion play in the civilization? Support
your answer

● Activity: Watch the video: Mayan Religion and takes
boxes and bullet notes while reading Readworks:
Mayan Religion Ducksters

● Re�ection:  How connected were religion and
government in the Mayan civilization? How did
religion in�uence social structures and inequalities in
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the community?

Lesson 5:(Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Today we’re going to discuss the di�erent theories that are
present regarding the disappearance of the Mayan civilization.

● Warm Up: What are some factors archaeologists might
be considering when they are writing about Mayan
civilization?

● Activity: Rotating Groups: Students will look at
various museum theories and discuss their �ndings
Mayan Disappearance
Video Mayan Disappearance
Smithsonian Research

● Encourage students to conduct their own research and
�ndings, and discuss di�erent theories for their
disappearance.

Bend II: Bend II: Inca Civilization Lesson 1: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I am giong to teach you about the key agricultural
products and methods of the Inca civilization.

● Warm up: Display: Map of Inca. Make inferences
regarding the agriculture of Inca based on the map

● Activity: Close reading: Inca Geography
● Have students take notes using boxes and bullets

organization
● Closure: How did geography impact the Inca empire?

Lesson 2: (Mini Lesson/Asynchronous)
Today I am going to teach you to complete a comparison matrix
where you research about Incan civilizations’  scienti�c,
technological, intellectual, and artistic advancements.

Asynchronous Webquest:
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-Incan Resources
-Incan Empire
-Incan Empires
-Incan Video
Post research: Analyze why these discoveries made the
civilization one of the most advanced

Lesson 3: (Synchronous/Mini Lesson)
Today I want to teach you about the social structure and
government structure of the Incan civilization. Discuss how
much in�uence the government have on the social structure

● Warm up: Display the graphic of social structure :
Based on the graph, what inferences can we make
about the interaction between the social structure and
government

● Activity: Students read about Incan’s government
structure and takes notes
Incan Government
Incan Social Structure

● Re�ection: How does the government aid the existence
of the class system?

Lesson 4: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I am going to teach you about  how religion in�uenced
the government and culture of the Incan civilization.

● Warm up: BrainPop reviewing Incan Civilization
● Activity: Students read about di�erent Incan gods and

create a poster highlighting one of the gods. On the
poster, it should have

1) Name of the god
2) What were they the god of?
3) What myths surround the god?
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Research Resources: Incan Religion /Beliefs
Incan Rituals/Religion

(Day 2: Writing)  Students will write and perform a skit that
shows how religion in�uenced the government and culture of
the Incan civilization. Encourage student to draw comparisons
to Mayan civilization

(Day 3: Performing): Have students perform this in small groups
of full class presentations.

Bend III: Bend III: Aztec Civilization Lesson 1: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I am going to teach you about the geography and the
agriculture life of the actec civilization

● Warm up: Video: Aztec Civilization
● Activity: research using the sources below to determine

how the geography of the Aztecs impacted their
civilization.

Geography of Aztec
Geography of Civilization

Lesson 2: (Mini Lesson/Asynchronous)
Today I am going to teach you about the Myths, cultures, the
innovations and technologies of the Aztec

● Warm up: What is a sacri�ce? Why would cultures
partake in a human sacri�ce?

● Activity: Have students research about the Aztecs.
They then will �ll out a fake social media page that
highlights what the Aztecs valued.

Go over Pyramids
and Aztecs

- Go over Sacrifices
- Go over Teotihuacan
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- Read and highlight Aztec cultures

Lesson 3: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I am going to teach you about the government, social
structure, and religion of the civilization and how they
interacted with each other.

● Warm up: What does it mean to have a Monarchy?
● Activity: Government of Aztec civilization

Social Structure
● Re�ection: What would the consequences be of having

the “one-time forgiveness” law?

Lesson 4: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I am going to teach you about the legacy the civilization
left behind and what caused it’s ruins.

● Warm up: Video What happened to the Aztec
● Spanish Conquest Reading Discussion: What are their

in�uences on the current times?
● Activity: Read and highlight Aztec- Chocolate or,

Discovery of Chocolate. Students will design their
own chocolate bar wrapper

Lesson 5: Culminating Mesoamerica project
Engaging Scenario (An Engaging Scenario is a culminating
activity that includes the following components: situation,
challenge, speci�c roles, audience, product or performance.)

Civilization Hunters: Students will be divided into groups in
which they will be assigned (Mayan, Incan, or Aztec
civilization.) Each student will create a multimedia presentation
that focuses on his or her assigned civilization. The presentation
will feature the unique characteristics of the civilization
compared to the other two.
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Students will present their creations to a panel in a format
similar to the HGTV show “House Hunters.”

-Give the opportunity for students to present their �ndings in a
creative way:
-Digital poster
-Film based on the one of the civilizations
-Podcast

Heritage
Celebrated
Month
Guide
(Cover in
all
curricular
areas

● Italian Heritage Month (October)
● NJ Italian Heritage Commission (Unit 5)
● Darwinism and Anti Italian Sentiment
● Voices, Stereotypes in the Classroom
● Overview of Immigration to America
● Italian Immigration to NJ, 1890
● Lynching Italian American and Mob Violence
● Italian Americnas and World War II Detention

Camps

● Today I am going to teach you to investigate the belief
from the turn of the twentieth century that di�erent
groups of people evolve di�erently from one another.

● Today I want to teach you about the subtle and often
overt ethnic stereotyping that can occur in classrooms.

● Today I want to teach you to investigate immigration
to New Jersey.

● Today I want to teach you reasons for Italian
Immigration to New Jersey in 1890 and corresponding
settlements are explored.

● Today I want to teach you  to investigates lynching and
mob violence, focusing on the late-nineteenth-century
lynching of Italian immigrants and the international
rami�cations.

● Today  I want to teach you to investigate the U.S.
policy of detaining Italian nationals and other “enemy
aliens” during World War II

Evidence of Learning (Assessments) Accommodations and Modi�cations
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Formative Assessments:

● Exit Tickets
● Notebook Checks
● Conferences
● Drafts

Summative Assessments:

● Unit Projects
● Written Analysis
● Summative tests
● SAC (Structured Academic Controversy)
● Demonstrations
● Portfolio

Benchmark Assessments:

● Initial Benchmark:  3rd Week of September
● Mid-year Benchmark: 4th Week of January
● End of year Benchmark:  Last week in May

Alternative Assessments:

● Choice Projects
● Portfolios
● Arguments Writing Assignments
● Notebook assessments
● Oral Presentations
● Socratic Seminars
● Primary Source Analysis
● Social Studies Instructional Strategies

Special Education:

● Curricular Modi�cations and Guidance for Students Educated in
Special Class Settings

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners,

& Mainstream Learners)
Differentiation:

● Preview content and concepts
● Behavior management plan
● Highlight text
● Small group setting

High-Prep Differentiation:
● Alternative formative and summative assessments
● Guided Reading
● Personal agendas
● Project-based learning
● Tiered activities/assignments
● Varying organizers for instructions

Low-Prep Differentiation:
● Clubbing activities
● Exploration by interest
● Flexible groupings

English Language Learners:

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners,

& Mainstream Learners)

Students at Risk for Failure:

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners,

& Mainstream Learners}

Gifted and Talented
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● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners,

& Mainstream Learners)

Students with 504 Plans

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cation
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners,

& Mainstream Learners)

Core Instructional and Supplemental Materials
Professional Resources:

Core Instructional, Supplemental, Instructional, and
Intervention Resources

Core Professional Resources:

● Social Studies Leveled Libraries
● Clearly Social Studies McGraw-Hill Children’s Publishing, 2002
● “Empires of the Americas:The Aztecs”
● “Empires of the Americas; The Incas”
● 7th Grade - African and African American Amistad Infusion
● 6-8 Black History Resources
● Amistad Curriculum (K-12)

Supplemental Professional Resources:

● Stanford History Education Group
● iCivics
● Teaching Tolerance
● Facing History and Ourselves

Core Instructional Resources:

● Our World’s Story Harcourt Brace &
Company

● Your Travel Guide to Ancient Mayan
Civilization by Nancy Day

● The Ancient Aztecs by Liz Sonneborn
● Native American Treatment and

Resistance (Leve Z)
● Mayas, Incas, and Aztecs (Level X)
● Mexico: The Culture (Levels W)
● Mative American in Early America by

Mark Harasymiw (Level S)
● Any appropriate grade 7 book applicable to

the unit chosen by the teacher

Supplemental Resources:

Suggested Lessons for  Di�erentiation with
Small Groups:

● Newsela
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● Brainpop
● What Did The Aztecs Do For Me? By

Elizabeth Raum (Level W)
● Ancient Maya Daily Life by Heather

Niver (Level R)
● You Wouldn’t Want to be An Aztec

Sacrifice (Level R)
● Native American Stories by Joseph

Bruchacc (Level Q)
● Hernando COrtes: Spanish Invader of

Mexico (Level Q)

Intervention Resources:

● Graphic Organizers
● Sca�olded Notes
● Closed Notes
● Shared Notes and slide presentations
● Study guides
● Newsela
● Brain Pop JR.
● Readworks
● CNN10

Interdisciplinary Connections Integration of Technology through NJSLS

● Correlates to routines unit in math, rules and community units in social studies
Identify classroom routines in other subject areas: math, science, and social
studies.

● In Social Studies discuss routines in the community
● Understand what it means to “read close” in social studies, science, and foreign

language.
● O�er short, non�ction picture books and non�ction articles on science, social

studies, and foreign language related activities to encourage building background
knowledge and independent reading about topics of interest to students.

● Encourage students to respond to texts in their speci�c subject area notebooks as
they re�ect on what they have been reading.

● Create a word study word sort in Inspiration.
● Listen to books on CDs, tapes, videos or podcasts if available.
● Listen to books on websites (pbskids.org/lions/index.html,

storylineonline.net, storyit.com, Elementary Connections Page)
● Use document camera or overhead projector for shared reading of texts.

Ongoing:
● Listen to books on CDs, tapes, videos or podcasts if available.
● Listen to books on websites (pbskids.org/lions/index.html,

storylineonline.net, storyit.com, Elementary Connections Page)
● Use document camera or overhead projector for shared reading of texts.
Other:
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● Highlight texts, themes, and re�ections that connect to themes related to the
Holocaust; i.e. power, bullying, empathy, and social activism.

● Use Microsoft Word, Inspiration, or Smart Board Notebook software to
write the words from their word sorts.

● Use Inspiration to create a double timeline looking at plot events and
character motivation.

Integration of 21st Century Themes and Skills Media Literacy Integration

● Financial, Economic, Business, and Entrepreneurial Literacy
● Civic Literacy
● Health Literacy
● Social Justice Literacy
● Creativity and Innovation
● Critical Thinking and Problem Solving Communication and Collaboration

Information Literacy
● Media Literacy
● Life and Career Skills
● Creativity and Innovations
● Critical Thinking and Problem Solving
● Communication and Collaboration

● Ask students to look for speci�c things when they view videos or read print
material, and then ask questions about those items

● Build on the intuitive knowledge students have gained from media about
the story and character

● Clarify the distinction between �ction and non�ction in di�erent types of
media reporting on the same topic

● Use print materials to practice reading and comprehension skills
● Information Literacy

Career Education Global Perspective

● New Jersey Educational Field Trip
● Washington DC Trip
● History Based Field Trip
● Oregon Trail Webquest
● Flexibility and Adaptability
● Initiative and Self-Direction
● Social and Cross-Cultural Skills
● Productivity and Accountability
● Leadership and Responsibility

● National Hispanic-Latino Heritage Month
● National Disability Employment Awareness Month
● National American Indian Heritage Month
● Black History Month
● National Women’s History Month,
● National Irish-American Heritage Month
● National Italian American Heritage Month
● Asian Paci�c American Heritage
● Older Americans’ Month
● Jewish American Heritage Month
● Week of Respect
● Red Ribbon Week
● International Dot Day (September 16)

Unit 3: Exploration and Colonization Grade: 7th
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Unit Overview:
This unit examines how exploration a�ects the development of a nation and the diversity of pre-Columbian native cultures.  This unit examines
how settlements a�ect the development of a nation and patterns of European colonization are explored.
The unit explores the early civilizations and cultures of America. It examines European exploration
and colonization of North America. Speci�cally, how the government a�ected the colonies and how European culture created the foundation of
many of the institutions and cultures that America values to this date. This unit will also study the social, religious and economic impact that
colonists experienced based on geographic location. Through studying the beginnings of American history, students will develop an appreciation of
the common past and experience that all Americans share. This will compliment the cultural diversity within each classroom.
This infusion includes the historic context behind the African Slave Trade (historic uses of slavery, other forms of exploitative labor practices), the
role of African Kingdoms in the Triangle Trade routes, the experiences of the Middle Passage and the contributions (cultural, religious,
technological, etc.) African peoples brought to the Americas.

NJ Student Learning Standards

Companion Standards:
Key Ideas and Details
NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences and relevant connections from it; cite speci�c textual evidence when writing or
speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.
NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas.
NJSLSA.R3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text.
Craft and Structure
NJSLSA.R4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and �gurative meanings, and analyze how speci�c word choices shape
meaning or tone.
NJSLSA.R5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how speci�c sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and
the whole.
NJSLSA.R6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.
NJSLSA.R8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and speci�c claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and su�ciency of the evidence.
NJSLSA.R9. Analyze and re�ect on how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take.

NJSLSA.R10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and pro�ciently with sca�olding as needed.
Reading History and Social Studies:
Key Ideas and Details
RH.6-8.1. Cite speci�c textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources.
RH.6-8.2. Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions.
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RH.6-8.3. Identify key steps in a text's description of a process related to history/social studies (e.g., how a bill becomes law, how interest rates are raised or lowered).
Craft and Structure
RH.6-8.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary speci�c to domains related to history/social studies.
RH.6-8.5. Describe how a text presents information (e.g., sequentially, comparatively, causally).
RH.6-8.6. Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author's point of view or purpose (e.g., loaded language, inclusion or avoidance of particular facts).
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
RH.6-8.7. Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other information in print and digital texts.
RH.6-8.8. Distinguish among fact, opinion, and reasoned judgment in a text.
RH.6-8.9. Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary source on the same topic.
Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity
RH.6-8.10.  By the end of grade 8, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 6-8 text complexity band independently and pro�ciently

Science
Determine the central ideas or conclusions of a text; provide an accurate summary of the text distinct from prior knowledge or opinions. (MS-LS1-5) RST.6-8.2

Standard 8 Computer Science
Performance Expectations:
8.1.8.IC.1  Compare the trade-offs associated with computing technologies that affect an individual's everyday activities and career options.

Standard 9 Career Readiness, Life Literacy, and Key Skills
9.2.8.CAP.2: Develop a plan that includes information about career areas of interest.

New Jersey Amistad Commission:: N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88
Every board of education shall incorporate the information regarding the contributions of African-Americans to our country in an appropriate place in the curriculum of elementary
and secondary school students.

LGBT and Disabilities Law: N.J.S.A. 18A:35-4.35 A board of education shall include instruction on the political, economic, and social contributions of persons with disabilities
and lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender people, in an appropriate place in the curriculum of middle school and high school students as part of the district’s implementation of the
New Jersey Student Learning Standards (N.J.S.A.18A:35-4.36) A board of education shall have policies and procedures in place pertaining to the selection of instructional materials to
implement the requirements of N.J.S.A. 18A:35-4.35.

Primary interdisciplinary connections: Language Arts, 21st Century Life and Careers, Science, and Technology
Suggested Activities:
Math:  Graphs comparing populations, Compare latitude and longitude lines to a line graph
Science:  Environmental Changes, study agriculture

Social Studies Standards

(By the end of 12th grade standards for Review)
Era 1. Colonization and Settlement (1585–1763) North American Colonial societies adapted European governmental, economic, and
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cultural institutions and ideologies to meet their needs in the New World.

Core Idea Performance Expectations

Civic and political institutions address
social and political problems at the local,
state, tribal, national, and/or
international level.

● 6.1.12.CivicsPI.1.a: Explain how British North American colonies adapted the British governance structure to �t their ideas
of individual rights, economic growth, and participatory government.

Civic participation and deliberation are
essential characteristics of individuals
who support democracy and its
principles.

● 6.1.12.CivicsPD.1.a: Use multiple sources to analyze the factors that led to an increase in the political rights and
participation in government.

Global interconnections create complex
spatial patterns at multiple scales that
continue to change over time.

● 6.1.12.GeoGI.1.a: Explain how geographic variations impacted economic development in the New World, and its role in
promoting trade with global markets (e.g., climate, soil conditions, other natural resources).

Economic globalization a�ects economic
growth, labor markets, human rights
guarantees, the environment, resource
allocation, income distribution, and
culture.

● 6.1.12.EconGE.1.a: Explain how economic ideas and the practices of mercantilism and capitalism con�icted during this
time period.

Historical events and developments were
shaped by the unique circumstances of
time and place as well as broader
historical contexts.

● 6.1.12.HistoryCC.1.a: Assess the impact of the interactions and con�icts between native groups and North American
settlers.

9.1.8.A.1 Develop strategies to reinforce positive attitudes and productive behaviors that impact critical thinking and problem-solving skills.

9.1.8.C.2 Demonstrate the use of compromise, consensus, and community building strategies for carrying out di�erent tasks, assignments, and
projects. 
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9.1.8.C.3 Model leadership skills during classroom and extra-curricular activities. 

WHST.6-8.1. Write arguments focused on discipline-speci�c content.

WHST.6-8.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, voice, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and
audience.

WHST.6-8.5. With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing,
rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been addressed.

RH.6-8.1. Cite speci�c textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources.

RH.6-8.6. Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author's point of view or purpose (e.g., loaded language, inclusion or avoidance of particular
facts)

Unit Enduring Understandings Essential Questions

● Native American culture was advanced with the introduction
of new technology, new ideas, and new goods. Native
American culture was damaged because of loss of population,
traditions, land, and sovereignty.

● After conquest, Spanish America became very wealthy due to
their enslavement of the native populations. After exploration,
New France made alliances with Natives and focused on
economic gain. After exploration, England struggled to gain a
foothold in the New World and had mixed relations with the
natives.

● Three distinct colonial regions, Northern, Middle, and
Southern, developed in America based on the settler's unique
reasons for immigration, cultural traits, and economic needs.

● Early America bene�ted from a three-way trade with Europe
and Africa. Early America was a source of raw materials,
Europe was a source of �nished goods, and Africa was a source
of human labor.

● How did European exploration impact Native American
cultures?

● How did European exploration a�ect the development of
America?

● Why did regions in America develop di�erently after the
settlement of Europeans and enslaved Africans?

● How did the trading system, the Triangular Trade, impact the
development of early America?
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Unit Teaching Points:

Bends Topics Lessons

Bend I: Exploration Lesson 1: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I am going to teach you to create a map or pre-Columbian
America.

● Warm up:  Left Side Re�ection: What do you think the
United States was like BEFORE Europeans came here?
Draw a picture OR describe it.

● Mini Lesson:  Read aloud from 1491 - Before Columbus
● Inquiry Activity: Students answer essential question

and revise their understanding each tie they get new
evidence:

○ Read Aloud
○ Map of Native American Tribes
○ Additional Excerpt from  1491
○ Myths about Native Americans from the

Museum of the American Indian
● Exit Ticket: What was the United States like before

Europeans? HOw has your underaning changed?

Lesson 2: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous) 2 days
Today I am going to teach you what kind of lifestyle Native
Americans lead before exploration.

● Warmup: Video: Khan Academy, Native American
● Activity: Students will be given a handout with

multiple �rst-hand accounts of life in pre-colonial
America from the perspective of natives. They will
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actively read the accounts using a close reading strategy
● PDF: First hand accounts by Native Americans and

European
● *select what’s best for the class, and substitute if

needed.
● They will then work with a partner to create a lotus

diagram depicting viability and diversity of native
cultures prior to European in�uence.

● After that, they will be given an excerpt of a European
explorer's account of Native Americans. They will then
create a separate lotus comparing the two.

Lesson 3: (Mini-Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I am going to teach how to outline passages using the
boxes and bullets method.

● Warm up: Mini- Lesson: Model outlining essay using
box and bullets method.

● Activity:  Students outline essays. Some students will be
given a graphic organizer/�ll in the blank outline.

Day 2: Rethinking Columbus
Today I am going to teach you about the di�erent arguments
made for and against Christopher Columbus

● Activity: Students will be given two informational texts
that tell the story of Christopher Columbus as an
explorer.

Christopher Columbus: Biography

Journal Christopher Columbus (assign a small section of it)
1. The introduction—a restatement of the purpose of the

Revised August 2022
Board Adopted August 30, 2021

http://nationalhumanitiescenter.org/pds/becomingamer/peoples/text3/indianscolonists.pdf
http://nationalhumanitiescenter.org/pds/becomingamer/peoples/text3/indianscolonists.pdf
https://newsela.com/read/bio-explorer-christopher-columbus/id/18780/?collection_id=339
https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/source/columbus1.asp


Florham Park Social Studies

7th Grade Social Studies Curriculum

voyage as explained to the King and Queen of
Spain—primarily the sentence beginning, "Your
Highnesses, as Catholic Christians, and princes who
love and promote the holy Christian faith ...";

2. The entry for October 11, the day of the discovery;
3. Excerpts from the entries for October 13, 16 and 21 for

descriptions of the Native Americans Columbus
encountered.

Their job is to create a t-chart of important information as they
read. Then, they examine their t-charts for di�erences and
similarities in the author's depiction of Columbus.

Lesson 3: (Mini Lesson/synchronous)
Today I am going to teach you to prepare and participate in a
�shbowl conversation on Columbus

● Warm up: Mini Lesson. Describe the purpose and
goals of a fishbowl discussion

● Activity: Students prepare for fishbowl discussion
using provided questions. Students complete
additional research as needed.

● Fishbowl conversation on Columbus based on their
research from previous classes

● Exit Ticket: How has this discussion helped you
prepare for writing the argument essay?

Lesson 4: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I am going to teach you to outline, draft, and publish an
argumentative essay

● Activity: Outline and Draft and essay for the following
prompt: Arguments For or Against Celebrating
Columbus Day.
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Lesson 5: (Mini Lesson/Asynchronous)
Today I am going to teach you through a webquest that there
were other explorers besides Christopher and their purpose
and route for exploration.

● Activity: Explore the following Webquest
● Exit Ticket: what was the consequence on the

Native American due to the exploration?

Bend II: Bend II: Settlement Lesson 1: (Mini-Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I am going to teach you about colonial America. We are
going to begin by reviewing the formation and life of early
colonial America.

● Warm up: If o�ered a chance in a new world, would
you accept? Why or why not?

● Jigsaw Activity:
French and Dutch Exploration and Colony
English Exploration and Colony
Spanish Colonization
The Lost Colony
Students take boxes and bullets on 3 topics:
Purpose, settlement, and relationship with natives

Lesson 2: (Mini Lesson/ Synchronous)
Today I am going to teach you about early American history to
compare the Plymouth and Jamestown colonies.

● Warm up: Place the Jamestown and Plymouth colonies
on a map of the 13 colonies.

● Students watch the �rst episode of America's Story and
take notes on a Venn Diagram comparing Plymouth
and Jamestown.

● Exit Ticket: What are two reasons the colonies of
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Plymouth and Jamestown developed di�erently?
(consider why they were founded, who settled there and
the goals of the colonies)

Lesson 3: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I am going to teach you to compare and contrast the
development of the three colonial regions

● Warm up: Label all 13 colonies, Appalachian
Mountains , Atlantic Ocean and, and Ohio River on
the map.

● Mini Lesson: Introduce the 3 colonial regions and some
key characteristics.

● Activity: Students view an interactive map to learn
about the 3 colonial regions and then sort pictures into
the 3 regions.

● Exit Ticket: Students write 3 - 4 hashtags for their
colonial region.

Lesson 4: (Mini Lesson/Asynchronous)
Today you are going to review the 13 colonies through a general
overview

● Warm up: How did the 13 colonies di�er?
● Activity: Webquest

Lesson 5: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I am going to teach you about the Slave trade and it’s
e�ects on colonization

● Warm up: Mini lesson on the Atlantic Slave Trade
● Activity: Two primary sources, written by a slave trade

captain, Alexander Falconbridge and a slave, Olaudah
Equiano, were cut into strips/excerpts. The students
will receive an essential questions sheet that will guide
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students to apply knowledge gained from the text to
determine what the Middle Passage is. Students receive
one strip at a time and use the information from the
primary source to answer as many questions as the
information provides. Students then silently trade their
slips for the remaining time to continue to answer all
the questions.

● Closure: At the end of the lesson the teacher debriefs to
determine that all students have a good understanding
of the Middle Passage.

Lesson 5: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I am going to teach you about the economy in Colonial
America.

● Warm up: Mini Lesson: Students read article on
mercantilism and triangular trade and then answer
comprehension questions.  Teacher reviews the correct
answers.

● Activity: Students read perspectives from di�erent
people in colonial America to determine if they would
have liked the economic system of mercantilism.

● Closing: Make a list of groups who may have bene�tted
and groups that would not have bene�ted from the
colonial economy.

Lesson 6: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I am going to teach you to connect the codi�cation of
slave laws to the reliance of the slave on slavery.

● Warm up: show a picture of a slave ship and ask
students to describe what they see

● Mini lesson on cash crops, indentured servants and
slavery including this animation.
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● Activity: Students place Virginia’s laws on slavery into
chronological order and discuss reasons for the changes
in slave laws. Discussion: Why were these laws past?

● Closing: Video on slave laws in Virginia

Heritage
Celebrated
Month
Guide
(Cover in
all
curricular
areas

Black History Month
The Illusion of Race (NEA lesson plans)
Migration Series
Chains by Laurie Anderson (Level Y)
Elijah of Buxton (Level X)
Let it Shine: Stories of Black Women Freedom Fighters
(Level X)
Tulsa, OK: Black Wall Street
The History of Tulsa, “Black Wall Street” Massacre

● Today I want to teach you how to evaluate Dunbar's use
of symbolism to convey an argument about the role of
African Americans in the late 1800s.

● Today I want to examine the extent to which the
painting and poems comment on at least one aspect of
life in America.

● Today I want to teach you about the life and times of
the women involved in civil rights

○ Resource
○ KWL chart

● Today I am going to teach you about the Tulsa
Massacre, why it was known as the Black Wall Street,
and why it is a massacre that is rarely talked about.

○ PBS Black History Month Lesson
Plans

○

Evidence of Learning (Assessments) Accommodations and Modi�cations

Formative Assessments:

● Exit Tickets
● Notebook Checks

Special Education:

● Curricular Modi�cations and Guidance for Students Educated in
Special Class Settings
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● Conferences
● Drafts

Summative Assessments:

● Unit Projects
● Written Analysis
● Summative tests
● SAC (Structured Academic Controversy)
● Demonstrations
● Portfolio

Benchmark Assessments:

● Initial Benchmark:  3rd Week of September
● Mid-year Benchmark: 4th Week of January
● End of year Benchmark:  Last week in May

Alternative Assessments:

● Choice Projects
● Portfolios
● Arguments Writing Assignments
● Notebook assessments
● Oral Presentations
● Socratic Seminars
● Primary Source Analysis
● Social Studies Instructional Strategies

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners,

& Mainstream Learners)
Differentiation:

● Preview content and concepts
● Behavior management plan
● Highlight text
● Small group setting

High-Prep Differentiation:
● Alternative formative and summative assessments
● Guided Reading
● Personal agendas
● Project-based learning
● Tiered activities/assignments
● Varying organizers for instructions

Low-Prep Differentiation:
● Clubbing activities
● Exploration by interest
● Flexible groupings

English Language Learners:

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners,

& Mainstream Learners)

Students at Risk for Failure:

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners,

& Mainstream Learners}

Gifted and Talented

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners,

& Mainstream Learners)

Students with 504 Plans
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● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cation
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners,

& Mainstream Learners)

Core Instructional and Supplemental Materials
Professional Resources:

Core Instructional, Supplemental, Instructional, and
Intervention Resources

Core Professional Resources:

● Social Studies Leveled Libraries
● Empires of East Asia
● Clearly Social Studies McGraw-Hill Children’s Publishing
● 7th Grade - African and African American Amistad Infusion
● 6-8 Black History Resources
● Amistad Curriculum (K-12)

Supplemental Professional Resources:

● Stanford History Education Group
● iCivics
● Teaching Tolerance
● Facing History and Ourselves

Core Instructional Resources:

● Our World’s Story Harcourt Brace & Company
● Lessons on World History Part 4
● Explorers Thematic Unit
● Education World
● Explorers Activities
● Slavery in Early America by Barbara Linde (Level S)
● The Scoop On School and work in Colonial America b Bonnie

Hinman (Level U)
● The British Colonies by Mark Harasymw (Level S)
● George Washington and the Man Who Shaped America by Torrey

Maloof (Level S)
● Thomas Jefferson by Jill Mulhal (Level U)
● Any appropriate grade 7 book applicable to the unit chosen by the

teacher

Supplemental Resources:

Suggested Lessons for  Di�erentiation with Small Groups:
● Newsela
● Brainpop
● Native Americans In Early America by Mark Harasymiw (Level S)
● My Life As an Early Settler by Nancy Allen (Level M)
● Understanding the Declaration of Independence by Sally Isaacs

(Level O)
● Understanding the Articles of Confederation by Sally Issacs (Level O)
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● I, Too Am America by Langston Hughes (Level S)

Intervention Resources:

● Graphic Organizers
● Sca�olded Notes
● Closed Notes
● Shared Notes and slide presentations
● Study guides
● Newsela
● Brain Pop JR.
● Readworks
● CNN10

Interdisciplinary Connections Integration of Technology through NJSLS

● Correlates to routines unit in math, rules and community units in social studies
Identify classroom routines in other subject areas: math, science, and social
studies.

● In Social Studies discuss routines in the community
● Understand what it means to “read close” in social studies, science, and foreign

language.
● O�er short, non�ction picture books and non�ction articles on science, social

studies, and foreign language related activities to encourage building background
knowledge and independent reading about topics of interest to students.

● Encourage students to respond to texts in their speci�c subject area notebooks as
they re�ect on what they have been reading.

● Highlight texts, themes, and re�ections that connect to themes related to the
Holocaust; i.e. power, bullying, empathy, and social activism.

● Create a word study word sort in Inspiration.
● Listen to books on CDs, tapes, videos or podcasts if available.
● Listen to books on websites (pbskids.org/lions/index.html,

storylineonline.net, storyit.com, Elementary Connections Page)
● Use document camera or overhead projector for shared reading of texts.

Ongoing:
● Listen to books on CDs, tapes, videos or podcasts if available.
● Listen to books on websites (pbskids.org/lions/index.html,

storylineonline.net, storyit.com, Elementary Connections Page)
● Use document camera or overhead projector for shared reading of texts.
Other:
● Use Microsoft Word, Inspiration, or Smart Board Notebook software to

write the words from their word sorts.
● Use Inspiration to create a double timeline looking at plot events and

character motivation.

Integration of 21st Century Themes and Skills Media Literacy Integration
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● Financial, Economic, Business, and Entrepreneurial Literacy
● Civic Literacy
● Health Literacy
● Social Justice Literacy
● Creativity and Innovation
● Critical Thinking and Problem Solving Communication and Collaboration

Information Literacy
● Media Literacy
● Life and Career Skills
● Creativity and Innovations
● Critical Thinking and Problem Solving
● Communication and Collaboration

● Ask students to look for speci�c things when they view videos or read print
material, and then ask questions about those items

● Build on the intuitive knowledge students have gained from media about
the story and character

● Clarify the distinction between �ction and non�ction in di�erent types of
media reporting on the same topic

● Use print materials to practice reading and comprehension skills
● Information Literacy

Career Education Global Perspective

● New Jersey Educational Field Trip
● Washington DC Trip
● History Based Field Trip
● Oregon Trail Webquest
● Flexibility and Adaptability
● Initiative and Self-Direction
● Social and Cross-Cultural Skills
● Productivity and Accountability
● Leadership and Responsibility

● National Hispanic-Latino Heritage Month
● National Disability Employment Awareness Month
● National American Indian Heritage Month
● Black History Month
● National Women’s History Month,
● National Irish-American Heritage Month
● National Italian American Heritage Month
● Asian Paci�c American Heritage
● Older Americans’ Month
● Jewish American Heritage Month
● Week of Respect
● Red Ribbon Week
● International Dot Day (September 16)

Unit 4: Feudal Kingdoms in Europe and Japan Grade: 7th

Unit Overview:
Students will identify the reason Feudalism emerged and the social structure that outlined it. They will later use resources like the Magna Carta to
determine how the rule of law was applied. Students will identify how the Crusades and Black Death a�ected the culture of Europe during the
Middle Ages.
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This unit will introduce students to life in Europe during the Middle Ages. Students will explore the meaning of the “Middle Ages,” the geography
of Europe at this time, and how land and power were divided under the system of feudalism. Students will discover how the manor system worked
and what life was like for peasants and serfs. Next, students will demonstrate why the Roman Catholic Church was so important and powerful
during the Middle Ages and distinguish the connection between an increase in trade and the growth of towns. After, students will identify the
causes of the Crusades, what they changed in Europe, and the e�ects of the Crusades on life in Europe and elsewhere. Finally, students will
investigate the forces that led to nation building in Europe and conclude how the Hundred Years’ War a�ected England and France.

The Middle Ages is an important era for European and world history alike. Signi�cant changes in the power structure, along with religious and
cultural revolutions, during the Middle Ages set the stage for future governments and institutions. In addition, the vital growth of trade and the
rise of towns help students to connect the important changes happening then that have in�uenced and led to our modern world.

NJ Student Learning Standards

Companion Standards:
Key Ideas and Details
NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences and relevant connections from it; cite speci�c textual evidence when writing or
speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.
NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas.
NJSLSA.R3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text.
Craft and Structure
NJSLSA.R4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and �gurative meanings, and analyze how speci�c word choices shape
meaning or tone.
NJSLSA.R5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how speci�c sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other
and the whole.
NJSLSA.R6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.
NJSLSA.R8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and speci�c claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and su�ciency of the evidence.
NJSLSA.R9. Analyze and re�ect on how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take.

NJSLSA.R10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and pro�ciently with sca�olding as needed.
Reading History and Social Studies:
Key Ideas and Details
RH.6-8.1. Cite speci�c textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources.
RH.6-8.2. Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions.
RH.6-8.3. Identify key steps in a text's description of a process related to history/social studies (e.g., how a bill becomes law, how interest rates are raised or lowered).
Craft and Structure
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RH.6-8.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary speci�c to domains related to history/social studies.
RH.6-8.5. Describe how a text presents information (e.g., sequentially, comparatively, causally).
RH.6-8.6. Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author's point of view or purpose (e.g., loaded language, inclusion or avoidance of particular facts).
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
RH.6-8.7. Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other information in print and digital texts.
RH.6-8.8. Distinguish among fact, opinion, and reasoned judgment in a text.
RH.6-8.9. Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary source on the same topic.
Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity
RH.6-8.10.  By the end of grade 8, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 6-8 text complexity band independently and pro�ciently

Science
Determine the central ideas or conclusions of a text; provide an accurate summary of the text distinct from prior knowledge or opinions. (MS-LS1-5) RST.6-8.2

Standard 8 Computer Science
Performance Expectations:
8.1.8.IC.1  Compare the trade-offs associated with computing technologies that affect an individual's everyday activities and career options.

Standard 9 Career Readiness, Life Literacy, and Key Skills
9.2.8.CAP.2: Develop a plan that includes information about career areas of interest.

New Jersey Amistad Commission:: N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88
Every board of education shall incorporate the information regarding the contributions of African-Americans to our country in an appropriate place in the curriculum of elementary
and secondary school students.

LGBT and Disabilities Law: N.J.S.A. 18A:35-4.35 A board of education shall include instruction on the political, economic, and social contributions of persons with disabilities
and lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender people, in an appropriate place in the curriculum of middle school and high school students as part of the district’s implementation of the
New Jersey Student Learning Standards (N.J.S.A.18A:35-4.36) A board of education shall have policies and procedures in place pertaining to the selection of instructional materials to
implement the requirements of N.J.S.A. 18A:35-4.35.

Primary interdisciplinary connections: Language Arts, 21st Century Life and Careers, Science, and Technology
Suggested Activities:
Math:  Graphs comparing populations, Compare latitude and longitude lines to a line graph
Science:  Environmental Changes, study agriculture

Social Studies Standards

6.2 World History/ Global Studies by the end of Grade 8
Era 4. Expanding Exchanges and Encounters (500 CE-1450 CE)
The emergence of empires (i.e., Asia, Africa, Europe and the Americas) resulted from the promotion of interregional trade, cultural exchanges, new
technologies, urbanization, and centralized political organization. The rise and spread of new belief systems uni�ed societies, but they also became a
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major source of tension and con�ict. While commercial and agricultural improvements created new wealth and opportunities for the empires, most
people’s daily lives remained unchanged.

Core Idea Performance Expectations

Political and civil institutions impact all aspects of people’s lives ● 6.2.8.CivicsPI.4.a: Analyze the role of religion and other means rulers used to
unify and centrally govern expanding territories with diverse populations.

The principles of the United States government are based on political philosophies,
ideas, and experiences of earlier governments.

● 6.2.8.CivicsDP.4.a: Cite evidence of the in�uence of medieval English legal
and constitutional practices on modern democratic thought and institutions
(i.e., the Magna Carta, parliament, the development of habeas corpus, and an
independent judiciary).

Cultural patterns and economic decisions in�uence environments and the daily lives of
people in both nearby and distant places.

● 6.2.8.GeoHE.4.a: Explain how geography in�uenced the development of the
political, economic, and cultural centers of each empire as well as the empires’
relationships with other parts of the world. 

The di�usion of ideas and cultural practices are impacted by the movement of people
and advancements in transportation, communication, and technology

● 6.2.8.GeoHE.4.b:Explain why the Arabian Peninsula’s physical features and
location made it the epicenter of Afro-Eurasian trade and fostered the spread
of Islam into Africa, Europe, and Asia.

● 6.2.8.Geo.HE.4.c: Assess how maritime and overland trade routes (i.e., the
African caravan and Silk Road) impacted urbanization, transportation,
communication, and the development of international trade centers. 

● 6.2.8.GeoHE.4.d: Use maps to show how the interaction between the Islamic
world and medieval Europe increased trade, enhanced technology innovation
and impacted science, thought and the arts.

The environmental characteristics of places and production of goods in�uences the
spatial patterns of world trade.

● 6.2.8.GeoGI.4.a: Determine how Africa’s physical geography and natural
resources presented challenges and opportunities for trade, development,
and the spread of religion.

The physical and human characteristics of places and regions are connected to human
identities and cultures.

● 6.2.8.GeoHE.4.c: Use geographic models to determine the impact of
environmental modi�cations made by earlier civilizations on the current day
environmental challenges.

● 6.2.8.GeoHE.4.d: Explain how the geographies and climates of Asia, Africa,
Europe, and the Americas in�uenced their economic development and
interaction or isolation with other societies
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Historical events may have single, multiple, direct and indirect causes and e�ects.
● 6.2.8.HistoryCC.4.a: Determine which events led to the rise and eventual

decline of European feudalism.
● 6.2.8.HistoryCC.4.f: Explain how and why the interrelationships among

improved agricultural production, population growth, urbanization, and
commercialization led to the rise of powerful states and kingdoms (i.e.,
Europe, Asia, Americas)

Historical events and developments are shaped by social, political, cultural,
technological, and economic factors.

● 6.2.8.HistoryCC.4.a: Assess the demographic, economic, and religious
impact of the plague on Europe.

● 6.2.8.HistoryCC.4.b: Analyze the causes and outcomes of the Crusades from
di�erent perspectives, including the perspectives of European political and
religious leaders, the crusaders, Jews, Muslims, and traders.

● 6.2.8.HistoryCC.4.c: Determine the extent to which the Byzantine Empire
in�uenced the Islamic world and western Europe.

● 6.2.8.HistoryCC.4.d: Analyze the role of religion and economics in shaping
each empire’s social hierarchy and evaluate the impact these hierarchical
structures had on the lives of various groups of people.

● 6.2.8.HistoryCC.4.g: Evaluate the importance and enduring legacy of the
major achievements of the people living Asia, Africa (Islam), Europe and the
Americas over time.

9.1.8.A.1 Develop strategies to reinforce positive attitudes and productive behaviors that impact
critical thinking and problem-solving skills.

9.1.8.C.2 Demonstrate the use of compromise, consensus, and community building strategies for
carrying out di�erent tasks, assignments, and projects. 

9.1.8.C.3 Model leadership skills during classroom and extra-curricular activities. 

RH.6-8.1. Cite speci�c textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources.

RH.6-8.2. Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an
accurate summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions.

RH.6-8.3. Identify key steps in a text's description of a process related to history/social studies (e.g.,
how a bill becomes law, how interest rates are raised or lowered).

Unit Enduring Understandings Essential Questions

Revised August 2022
Board Adopted August 30, 2021



Florham Park Social Studies

7th Grade Social Studies Curriculum

● Medieval Europe’s economic and political system was
feudalism, in which nobles granted vassals land in
exchange for loyalty.

● Local economic and political life was based on the manor
system, in which people lived and worked on large estates
owned by lords.

● The Roman Catholic Church was a powerful force that
touched nearly every aspect in people’s lives.

● An increase in trade led to the growth of towns and cities.
● The new middle class organized craft and trade guilds.
● The Crusades changed life in Europe:  trade increased,

towns grew, the use of money increased, and the learning
of the Arab world came to Europe.

● Nation building in Europe began as feudalism declined
and kings increased their power.

● Feudalism emerged due to lack of a strong central
government. There was a need for a social and political
system to create order

● How does society change and evolve over time?
● How did one’s social position a�ect life during the Middle

Ages?
● How did the feudal system a�ect class structure in the Middle

Ages?
● How did religion impact the Middle Ages?
● How do established religions react when threatened?
● What were the e�ects of the Crusades in Europe?
● Why did Feudalism emerge in Medieval Europe and Feudal

Japan?
● How did Feudalism organize power in Medieval Europe and

Feudal Japan?

Unit Teaching Points:

Bends Topics Lessons

Bend I: Bend I: Japan Lesson 1: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I am going to teach you how the physical features of
Japan in�uenced the development of Japanese culture

● Warm up: Show students the map of current Japan
Make observations about the country based on the
map.

● While looking at the world map, students should be
able to explain that Japan is surrounded by water, it is
mountainous, and it has a relatively small amount of
land. Once students have discussed these
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characteristics ask them to consider how these
characteristics might a�ect life in Japan

● Asynchronous Activity: Direct season to the
interactive map of Japan

● Exit Ticket: How do people overcome physical
barriers to survive? What geographical source does
Japan have to survive?

Introduce map of feudal Japan
Lesson 2: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I am going to teach you how the geography of Japan
creates a reverence for nature.

● Warm up: Video: Japan Today. Discuss the economic
characteristics of Japan that relies on geography

● Activity: Reading: Medieval Japan. Have students
stop reading at pg 297

● Exit Ticket: How did Japan’s geography shape its
society?

Lesson 3: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I am going to teach you what are the basic beliefs of
Shintoism.

● Warm up: Video: What is Shintosim?
● Activity: Reading: Medieval Japan. Pg298-301
● How did Shotoku strengthen Japan’s government
● Shintoism today
● Exit Ticket: Imagine you are visiting Japan in the

A.D. 300s. Write a letter to a friend summarizing
what you have learned about the Shinto religion.

Lesson 4: (Mini Lesson/Asynchronous)
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Today I am going to teach you how Shintoism a�ects family
structure and Japanese traditions.

● Warm Up: Video: In�uences of Shinto. Discuss why
it's an in�uential religion in japan.

● Asynchronous/group work: Sinto Religion Reading
● read the brief history of Shinto, and Shinto beliefs.

Using a main idea organizer for thoughts, students
will read, identify, discuss, and write 6 out of 8 tenets
that are the basis of Shinto religion

● Buddhism in Japan, identify, discuss and summarize
at least two distinctive forms of Buddhism using

Lesson 5: (Mini Lesson/Aynchronous)
Today I am going to teach you how control of resources
in�uences the social structure of Japan.

● Warm up: Show students the pyramid of social
structure. Make an inference: based on the pyramid,
what kind of social structure existed in Japan.

● Activity: Read through and watch the following
resources.
Japan Social Structure
Medieval Japan
Video: Feudalism:

● Exit Ticket: In a Google Form answer the following
exit ticket. What had power? How did they control
people with it?

Lesson 6: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I am going to teach you about the art that came out
from medieval Japan
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https://thisisprobablynotwhatyougoggled.weebly.com/feudal-japanese-social-classes.html
http://www.legendsandchronicles.com/ancient-civilizations/feudal-japan/feudal-japan-hierarchy/
https://www.sanpasqualunion.net/cms/lib04/CA01000408/Centricity/Domain/69/7th%20Textbook/chap05.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=3&v=QP0NoVSqyuk&feature=emb_logo
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● Warm up/Digital Gallery Walk: Have students review
the images found on the links below: As they closely
observe the pictures, have them think about what the
pictures reveal about the culture.

● Activity: Introduce the activity by explaining that
students will be using art as a primary source to learn
about life in medieval Japan. Students will use this
pictorial evidence to develop an understanding about
the historical, political, and religious life of the
warrior class including samurai, daimyō, and shogun.
If necessary, de�ne the three di�erent group

● The Heiji Monogatari Emaki, at
http://learn.bowdoin.edu/heijiscroll/

The Battles of Ichinotani and Yashima screen,
Images of current bows , Picture 2
View of a warrior �ghting the Mongols,
Golden Pavilion,
Silver Pavilion or Ginkakuji,
Noh theater images, picture
Hideyoshi’s gold tearoom,
Tearoom,
A tea bowl,
A bamboo tea spoon,
A water jar,
Himeji Castle,
Momoyama period armor

Bend II: Bend II: Europe Lesson 1: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I am going to teach you to research the social class
system and make a tagxedo for each level of the pyramid.
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https://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection/search/75970
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Horse3-vi.jp
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Yabusame_01.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/18/Mooko-Suenaga.jpg
https://www.afar.com/places/jin-ge-yadoru-li-dian-golden-pavilion-kyoto
https://www.japan-guide.com/e/e3907.html
http://www.ntj.jac.go.jp/english.html
http://www.nohmask.com/index.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:FushimijoChashitsu.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chashitsu
http://www.tnm.jp/modules/r_collection/index.php?controller=dtl&colid=G5749
http://www.tnm.jp/modules/r_collection/index.php?controller=dtl&colid=G4216
http://www.asiasociety.org/arts/japanmovie/object22.html
http://www.japan-guide.com/e/e3501.html
http://www.tnm.jp/modules/r_collection/index.php?controller=dtl&colid=F16005
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● Warm up: Show students a tagxedo and show them
how it works

● Activity: Have students only do the �rst 2 pages of
the webquest. Gather information about the social
structure and based on the information they can
create the word cloud.

● Medieval European Feudalism organized power into
the following social classes (most powerful to least):
King (ruled lands, but lacking power), Lord (most
power- church o�cials and nobles), Vassals (served
the lord in court or army-knights), serfs
Medieval Europe Webquest
Reading on Feudalism or this NEWSELA

● Choose a picture that relates to that level and include
any words that relate.

Lesson 2: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Timeline over Crusades and Black Deaths
Today I am going to teach you the cause and e�ect of Crusades

● Warm up: Crusades Brainpop: Write 2 facts about
the crusades, who was involved and why it stated.

● Activity: Review the readings on Crusades on
Ducksters

● Exit Ticket: What was the cause of the crusades and
why did they occur?

Day 2: Today I am going to teach you that there were two
points of view to the Crusades, and we will analyze each of
their perspectives

● Activity: Group or individual
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https://www.fcps.net/cms/lib/KY01807169/Centricity/Domain/9761/MiddleAgesWebQuest.pdf
https://rvms.dcsdk12.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_142278/File/Becky%20Carson/Development%20of%20Feudalism%20--%20Chapter%2024%20Reading.pdf
https://newsela.com/read/lib-feudalism-in-japan-and-europe/id/51648/?collection_id=339
https://rvms.dcsdk12.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_142278/File/Becky%20Carson/Development%20of%20Feudalism%20--%20Chapter%2024%20Reading.pdf
https://www.brainpop.com/socialstudies/worldhistory/middleages/
https://www.ducksters.com/history/middle_ages_crusades.php
https://www.ducksters.com/history/middle_ages_crusades.php
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● Have each student look at the Jews, Muslim, and
Christian points of view on the crusade (Crusades
webquest)

-Crusades
-Consequences and E�ects
Crusade videos:

● Present and discuss why there were many crusades
that happened over a period of time.

Lesson 3
Day 3-4: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I am going to teach you about the Black Death that
followed after the Crusades

● Warm up: Brainpop video: Black Death. Discuss the
reason why it happened, and the consequences

● Asynchronous Activity: Survival Guide
Task:
You will be creating a "Survival Guide" for a person traveling to
Europe between the years of 1347 and 1351.  These were the
years the Black Death peaked in Europe.  This guide will need
to be informative and detailed in order to increase the chances
that this person will survive the disease and the changes that
are brought about in Europe due to it.

Resources:
Black Death: what, where, how
-Primary Source
-Resource 2

Causes
Resource 1
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https://rvms.dcsdk12.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_142278/File/Becky%20Carson/Crusades%20WebQuest%20Activity.pdf
https://rvms.dcsdk12.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_142278/File/Becky%20Carson/Crusades%20WebQuest%20Activity.pdf
https://cmsmcgregor.weebly.com/the-crusades.html
https://newsela.com/read/lib-crusades-effects-and-consequences/id/2001008746/?collection_id=339
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/world-history/medieval-times/the-crusades-technology-and-culture/v/introduction-to-the-crusades
https://www.brainpop.com/socialstudies/worldhistory/blackdeath/
https://newsela.com/read/primary-source-black-death/id/28037/?collection_id=339
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/science/health-and-human-body/human-diseases/the-plague/
http://history.howstuffworks.com/middle-ages/black-death4.htm
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Resource 2
Resource 3

Treatment/Preventions
Resource 1
Resource 2
Resource 3

Other Resources

Follow with a discussion that addresses the impact of these
events on medieval society

Lesson 4: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I want to talk about the in�uence of Christianity and
the church during this time period.

● Activity: Reading: The Role of the church
Complete organizer

● Exit Ticket Discussion: Cause and e�ects of
Christianity on the church

Lesson 5: (Mini Lesson/ Synchronous)
Today we are going to learn about what daily life was like in
medieval times.

● Warm up: What services/goods did the Church
provide for people in the Middle Ages? Give at least 3
examples.

● Activity: Daily Life
● Re�ection: Pretend you’re a person that traveled

back in time, write a journal entry of a Day in a life.

Lesson 6: 1 week project
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http://historymedren.about.com/od/theblackdeath/p/blackdeath.htm
https://www.bbc.com/education/guides/z7r7hyc/revision/2
https://www.bbc.com/education/guides/z7r7hyc/revision/4
http://broughttolife.sciencemuseum.org.uk/broughttolife/themes/publichealth/blackdeath
http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/cures_for_the_black_death.htm
http://www.eyewitnesstohistory.com/plague.htm
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ppLxv-q2L5WwWz3iydpntcaABHyq6qeJ/view?usp=sharing
https://rvms.dcsdk12.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_142278/File/Becky%20Carson/Role%20of%20Church%20in%20Medieval%20Europe%20--%20Organizer.pdf
https://rvms.dcsdk12.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_142278/File/Becky%20Carson/Daily%20Life%20in%20the%20Medieval%20Europe%20Reading%20Passages.pdf
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Today I am going to introduce the medieval project, and you
will pretend to be a journal writer of di�erent events and
people that existed during the time period

Project

Heritage
Celebrat
ed
Month
Guide
(Cover in
all
curricula
r areas

National American Indian Heritage Month
(November)

Read Aloud Options:
● How I Became a Ghost by Tim Tingle (Level W)
● If I ever Get Out of Here by Eric Gansworth (Level

W)
● Indian No More by Charlene Willing (Level V)
● Makoons by Louise Erdrich (Level W)
● My Name is nor Easy by Debby Edwardson (Kevek

X)

● participate in critical discussions about their
knowledge of Native Americans, understanding that
Native people are part of contemporary America.

● access and gather information about Native
Americans from Websites.

● illustrate to students that Native Americans are
present in modern day American society.

○ “Readers know that authors have chosen to
tell the story through certain perspectives
and they ask why the authors might have
made this choice. To help them think about
this question, they can consider how the
story might have been di�erent if it were
told through a di�erent perspective.”

○ “Today I want to remind you that getting
to know a character means you come to
understand that person’s perspective.
Knowing the perspective is one thing--
understanding it is another thing. Once you
have walked in the narrator’s shoes for
awhile, you come to not only see what the
narrator sees, but to remember what she
remembers, to feel what she feels….and you
also come to understand why the narrator
interacts with the world that way.”
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https://rvms.dcsdk12.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_142278/File/Becky%20Carson/Crusades%20WebQuest%20Activity.pdf
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Evidence of Learning (Assessments) Accommodations and Modi�cations

Formative Assessments:

● Exit Tickets
● Notebook Checks
● Conferences
● Drafts

Summative Assessments:

● Unit Projects
● Written Analysis
● Summative tests
● SAC (Structured Academic Controversy)
● Demonstrations
● Portfolio

Benchmark Assessments:

● Initial Benchmark:  3rd Week of September
● Mid-year Benchmark: 4th Week of January
● End of year Benchmark:  Last week in May

Alternative Assessments:

● Choice Projects
● Portfolios
● Arguments Writing Assignments
● Notebook assessments
● Oral Presentations
● Socratic Seminars
● Primary Source Analysis
● Social Studies Instructional Strategies

Special Education:

● Curricular Modi�cations and Guidance for Students Educated in
Special Class Settings

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners,

& Mainstream Learners)
Differentiation:

● Preview content and concepts
● Behavior management plan
● Highlight text
● Small group setting

High-Prep Differentiation:
● Alternative formative and summative assessments
● Guided Reading
● Personal agendas
● Project-based learning
● Tiered activities/assignments
● Varying organizers for instructions

Low-Prep Differentiation:
● Clubbing activities
● Exploration by interest
● Flexible groupings

English Language Learners:

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners,

& Mainstream Learners)

Students at Risk for Failure:

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners,

& Mainstream Learners}
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OEOd4BgNJYGMZJZvXwYQXAqRdYqITuxhV8k_hCik0R8/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CojyW8KphR7mZgS-wgTxmO1y6z0uhZJwEpV5tJ_Aqk8/edit?ts=5e44465c&pli=1
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CojyW8KphR7mZgS-wgTxmO1y6z0uhZJwEpV5tJ_Aqk8/edit?ts=5e44465c&pli=1
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B-_iTnCmF_gGRzFuemszSGJwQnl4MDdRbnB2MDRTaEtQazdN/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B-_iTnCmF_gGRzFuemszSGJwQnl4MDdRbnB2MDRTaEtQazdN/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B-_iTnCmF_gGRzFuemszSGJwQnl4MDdRbnB2MDRTaEtQazdN/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
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Gifted and Talented

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners,

& Mainstream Learners)

Students with 504 Plans

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cation
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners,

& Mainstream Learners)

Core Instructional and Supplemental Materials
Professional Resources:

Core Instructional, Supplemental, Instructional, and
Intervention Resources

Core Professional Resources:

● Social Studies Leveled Libraries
● The Atlas of the medieval world in Europe (IV-XV century) by Neil

Morris
● Art of the Middle Ages by Michael Batterberry
● “The fall of Rome”
● The Middle Ages
● 7th Grade - African and African American Amistad Infusion
● 6-8 Black History Resources

Supplemental Professional Resources:

● Stanford History Education Group
● iCivics
● Teaching Tolerance
● Facing History and Ourselves

Core Instructional Resources:

● Our World’s Story Harcourt Brace & Company
● The Battle of Hastings
● Viking Quest
● Explore a Viking Village
● Dig it Up: Vikings
● Build a Medieval Arch
● Explore A Castle
● Gross Facts About the Middle Ages by Mira Vonne (Level S)
● Good Masters! Sweet Ladies! By Amy Schiltz (Level Z)
● The Totally Gross History of Medieval Europe by Marty Gitlin

(Level T)
● Crusades by Gary Jeffery (Level V)
● Vlad The Impaler: Bloodthirsty Medieval Prince by John Shea

(Level T)
● Any appropriate grade 7 book applicable to the unit chosen by the

teacher
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B-_iTnCmF_gGRzFuemszSGJwQnl4MDdRbnB2MDRTaEtQazdN/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B-_iTnCmF_gGRzFuemszSGJwQnl4MDdRbnB2MDRTaEtQazdN/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1JEIa3GVqldiv9d3WDsNwCM0ITyg4DlDCsl8L01-rlIg/edit?usp=sharing
https://newsela.com/text-sets/407194/resources/text-set/407194?text_set_ids=401844&collection_id=113&new_ui=true
http://www.educationworld.com/a_sites/sites001.shtml
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-_rSshPtTmz-Jmc1zKKgJQaECZXFfKj8vgpkVhwnzK4/edit
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1cYYOXkiwcmfq5Fu3E-QrRSDv39eCe7o7
https://sheg.stanford.edu
https://www.icivics.org
https://www.tolerance.org/
https://www.facinghistory.org/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/trail/conquest/norman/act_battle_hastings_entry.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/ancient/vikings/launch_gms_viking_quest.shtml
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/vikings/village.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/vikings/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/british/launch_ani_build_arch.shtml
http://www.kidsonthenet.org.uk/castle/view.html
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Supplemental Resources:

Suggested Lessons for  Di�erentiation with Small Groups:
● Newsela
● Brainpop
● A Medieval Feast by Aliki (Level Q)
● Manners and Customs in the Middle Ages by Marsha Groves

(Level R)
● Meg Mackintosh and the Mystery At the Medieval Castle by John

Shea (Level T)
● If You Were A Kid in a Medieval Castle by Josh Gregory (Level O)
● The Thrifty Guide to Medieval Times: A Handbook for Time

Travelers by Jonathan Stokes (Level Q)
● Catherine, Called Birdy by Karen Cushman (Level X)
● The Door in the Wall by Marguerite de Angeli (Level U)
● The Midwife’s Apprentice by Karen Cushman (Level X)
● Your Guide to the Islamic Golden Age (Destination Middle Ages)

by Tim Cooke (Level Z)

Intervention Resources:

● Graphic Organizers
● Sca�olded Notes
● Closed Notes
● Shared Notes and slide presentations
● Study guides
● Newsela
● Brain Pop JR.
● Readworks
● CNN10

Interdisciplinary Connections Integration of Technology through NJSLS

● Correlates to routines unit in math, rules and community units in social studies
Identify classroom routines in other subject areas: math, science, and social
studies.

● Create a word study word sort in Inspiration.
● Listen to books on CDs, tapes, videos or podcasts if available.
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https://newsela.com/
https://www.brainpop.com/
https://newsela.com/
https://jr.brainpop.com/
https://www.readworks.org/
https://edition.cnn.com/cnn10
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● In Social Studies discuss routines in the community
● Understand what it means to “read close” in social studies, science, and foreign

language.
● O�er short, non�ction picture books and non�ction articles on science, social

studies, and foreign language related activities to encourage building background
knowledge and independent reading about topics of interest to students.

● Encourage students to respond to texts in their speci�c subject area notebooks as
they re�ect on what they have been reading.

● Highlight texts, themes, and re�ections that connect to themes related to the
Holocaust; i.e. power, bullying, empathy, and social activism.

● Listen to books on websites (pbskids.org/lions/index.html,
storylineonline.net, storyit.com, Elementary Connections Page)

● Use document camera or overhead projector for shared reading of texts.
Ongoing:

● Listen to books on CDs, tapes, videos or podcasts if available.
● Listen to books on websites (pbskids.org/lions/index.html,

storylineonline.net, storyit.com, Elementary Connections Page)
● Use document camera or overhead projector for shared reading of texts.
Other:
● Use Microsoft Word, Inspiration, or Smart Board Notebook software to

write the words from their word sorts.
● Use Inspiration to create a double timeline looking at plot events and

character motivation.

Integration of 21st Century Themes and Skills Media Literacy Integration

● Financial, Economic, Business, and Entrepreneurial Literacy
● Civic Literacy
● Health Literacy
● Social Justice Literacy
● Creativity and Innovation
● Critical Thinking and Problem Solving Communication and Collaboration

Information Literacy
● Media Literacy
● Life and Career Skills
● Creativity and Innovations
● Critical Thinking and Problem Solving
● Communication and Collaboration

● Ask students to look for speci�c things when they view videos or read print
material, and then ask questions about those items

● Build on the intuitive knowledge students have gained from media about
the story and character

● Clarify the distinction between �ction and non�ction in di�erent types of
media reporting on the same topic

● Use print materials to practice reading and comprehension skills
● Information Literacy

Career Education Global Perspective

● New Jersey Educational Field Trip
● Washington DC Trip
● History Based Field Trip
● Oregon Trail Webquest
● Flexibility and Adaptability
● Initiative and Self-Direction
● Social and Cross-Cultural Skills
● Productivity and Accountability
● Leadership and Responsibility

● National Hispanic-Latino Heritage Month
● National Disability Employment Awareness Month
● National American Indian Heritage Month
● Black History Month
● National Women’s History Month,
● National Irish-American Heritage Month
● National Italian American Heritage Month
● Asian Paci�c American Heritage
● Older Americans’ Month
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https://www.thehomeschoolmom.com/homeschooling-in-new-jersey/field-trips/
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● Jewish American Heritage Month
● Week of Respect
● Red Ribbon Week
● International Dot Day (September 16)

Unit 5: American Revolutionary War Grade: 7th

Unit Overview:
Through the study of the events that led to and including the Revolution. Students will examine the events, policies and overall growing tensions
between the colonists and the English. This course of content will also examine how the enslaved, Native Americans and other foreign countries
participated in this period of time. Lastly, students will develop an appreciation for the Founding Fathers and how their impact has been sewn into
the American and global history books.

The Revolutionary War found the United States as the �rst modern country founded on democratic
principles. From the U.S. Revolution, other countries have modeled their own government after the U.S.’ Through the study of this period of
time, students will develop an appreciation for the contributions of the U.S.’ patriots and understand that the freedom that Americans enjoy
today derives from the philosophy of the Revolutionary War.

This unit stresses the roles that African-Americans played in the foundation of the United States as a nation. This includes the �rst slaves brought
to Jamestown and  the increasing reliance of the colonial economy on slavery. This unit also introduces the enlightenment values behind the
revolution and gives students space to consider the extent to which the early United States lived up those values.

NJ Student Learning Standards

Companion Standards:
Key Ideas and Details
NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences and relevant connections from it; cite speci�c textual evidence when writing or
speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.
NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas.
NJSLSA.R3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text.
Craft and Structure
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NJSLSA.R4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and �gurative meanings, and analyze how speci�c word choices
shape meaning or tone.
NJSLSA.R5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how speci�c sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other
and the whole.
NJSLSA.R6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.
NJSLSA.R8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and speci�c claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and su�ciency of the evidence.
NJSLSA.R9. Analyze and re�ect on how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take.

NJSLSA.R10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and pro�ciently with sca�olding as needed.
Reading History and Social Studies:
Key Ideas and Details
RH.6-8.1. Cite speci�c textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources.
RH.6-8.2. Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions.
RH.6-8.3. Identify key steps in a text's description of a process related to history/social studies (e.g., how a bill becomes law, how interest rates are raised or lowered).
Craft and Structure
RH.6-8.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary speci�c to domains related to history/social studies.
RH.6-8.5. Describe how a text presents information (e.g., sequentially, comparatively, causally).
RH.6-8.6. Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author's point of view or purpose (e.g., loaded language, inclusion or avoidance of particular facts).
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
RH.6-8.7. Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other information in print and digital texts.
RH.6-8.8. Distinguish among fact, opinion, and reasoned judgment in a text.
RH.6-8.9. Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary source on the same topic.
Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity
RH.6-8.10.  By the end of grade 8, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 6-8 text complexity band independently and pro�ciently

Science
Determine the central ideas or conclusions of a text; provide an accurate summary of the text distinct from prior knowledge or opinions. (MS-LS1-5) RST.6-8.2

Standard 8 Computer Science
Performance Expectations:
8.1.8.IC.1  Compare the trade-offs associated with computing technologies that affect an individual's everyday activities and career options.

Standard 9 Career Readiness, Life Literacy, and Key Skills
9.2.8.CAP.2: Develop a plan that includes information about career areas of interest.

New Jersey Amistad Commission:: N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88
Every board of education shall incorporate the information regarding the contributions of African-Americans to our country in an appropriate place in the curriculum of elementary
and secondary school students.
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LGBT and Disabilities Law: N.J.S.A. 18A:35-4.35 A board of education shall include instruction on the political, economic, and social contributions of persons with disabilities
and lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender people, in an appropriate place in the curriculum of middle school and high school students as part of the district’s implementation of the
New Jersey Student Learning Standards (N.J.S.A.18A:35-4.36) A board of education shall have policies and procedures in place pertaining to the selection of instructional materials to
implement the requirements of N.J.S.A. 18A:35-4.35.

Primary interdisciplinary connections: Language Arts, 21st Century Life and Careers, Science, and Technology
Suggested Activities:
Math:  Graphs comparing populations, Compare latitude and longitude lines to a line graph
Science:  Environmental Changes, study agriculture

Social Studies Standards

6.1 U.S. History: America in the World by the End of 8th Grade
Era 3. Revolution and the New Nation (1754-1820s)
Disputes over political authority and economic issues contributed to a movement for independence in the colonies. The fundamental principles
of the United States Constitution serve as the foundation of the United States government today.

Core Idea Performance Expectation

Political and civil institutions impacts all
aspects of people’s lives

● 6.1.8.CivicsPI.3.a: Cite evidence to evaluate the extent to which the leadership and decisions of early administrations of
the national government met the goals established in the Constitution.

● 6.1.8.CivicsPI.3.b: Evaluate the e�ectiveness of the fundamental principles of the Constitution (i.e., consent of the
governed, rule of law, federalism, limited government, separation of powers, checks and balances, and individual rights)
in establishing a federal government that allows for growth and change over time.

● 6.1.8.CivicsPI.3.c: Distinguish the powers and responsibilities of citizens, political parties, interes groups, and the media
in a variety of governmental and nongovernmental contexts.

Government have di�erent structures
which impact development (expansion)
and civic participation

● 6.1.8.CivicsPI.3.d: Use data and other evidence to determine the extent to which demographics in�uenced the debate
on representation in Congress and federalism by examining the New Jersey and Virginia plans.

Members of society have the obligation
to become informed of the facts
regarding public issues and to engage in
honest, mutually respectful discourse to
advance public policy solutions.

● 6.1.8.CivicsPD.3.a: Cite evidence to determine the role that compromise played in the creation and adoption of the
Constitution and Bill of Rights
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The United States system of government
is designed to realize the ideals of liberty,
democracy, limited government, equality
under the law and of opportunity,
justice, and property rights.

● 6.1.8.CivicsDP.3.a:Use primary and secondary sources to assess whether or not the ideals found in the Declaration of
Independence were ful�lled for women, African Americans, and Native Americans during this time period.

Fundamental rights are derived from the
inherent worth of [every] each
individual[, which] and include civil,
political, social, economic, and cultural
rights

● 6.1.8.CivicsHR.3.a: Explain how and why constitutional civil liberties were impacted by acts of government during the
Early Republic (i.e., Alien and Sedition Acts).     

[Human rights can be protected or
abused in various societies.] Social and
political systems have protected and
denied human rights (to varying degrees)
throughout time.

● 6.1.8.CivicsHR.3.b: Evaluate the impact of the institution of slavery on the political and economic expansion of the
United States

● 6.1.8.CivicsHR.3.c: Construct an argument to explain how the expansion of slavery violated human rights and
contradicted American ideals

Geospatial technologies and
representations help us to make sense of
the distribution of people, places and
environments, and spatial patterns across
Earth’s surface

● 6.1.8.GeoSV.3.a: Use maps and other geographic tools to construct an argument on the impact of geography on the
developments and outcomes of the American Revolution including New Jersey's pivotal role.

Economic decision making involves
setting goals, weighing costs and bene�ts,
and identifying the resources available to
achieve those goals.

● 6.1.8.EconET.3.a: Identify the e�ect of in�ation and debt on the American people. [and] Evaluate the policies of state
and national governments during this time.

Chronological sequencing helps us track
events over time as well as events that
took place at the same time.

● 6.1.8.HistoryCC.3.a: Explain how the consequences of the Seven Years War, changes in British policies toward
American colonies, and responses by various groups and individuals in the North American colonies led to the
American Revolution

● 6.1.8.HistoryCC.3.b: Explain how political parties were formed and continue to be shaped by di�ering perspectives
regarding the role and power of the federal government.
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Historical events and developments are
shaped by social, political, cultural,
technological, and economic factors.

● 6.1.8.HistoryCC.3.c: Use geographic tools and resources to investigate how con�icts and alliances among European
countries and Native American groups impacted the expansion of American territory.                           

Political, economic, intellectual, social
and cultural circumstances and ideas
both change and stay the same over time.

● 6.1.8.HistoryCC.3.d: Compare and contrast the Articles of Confederation and the United States Constitution in terms
of the decision-making powers of national government.

Historical contexts and events shaped
and continue to shape people’s
perspectives.

● 6.1.8.HistoryUP.3.a: Use primary sources as evidence to explain why the Declaration of Independence was written and
how its key principles evolved to become unifying ideas of American democracy.

● 6.1.8.HistoryUP.3.b: Examine the roles and perspectives of various socioeconomic groups (e.g., rural farmers, urban
craftsmen, northern merchants, and southern planters), African Americans, Native Americans, and women during the
American Revolution, and determine how these groups were impacted by the war.

● 6.1.8.HistoryUP.3.c: Analyze from multiple perspectives how the terms of the Treaty of Paris a�ected United States
relations with Native Americans and with European powers that had territories in North America from multiple
perspectives

Examining historical sources may answer
questions but may also lead to more
questions.

● 6.1.8.HistorySE.3.a: Analyze how the leadership of George Washington during the American Revolution and as
president allowed for the establishment of American democracy.

Historians consider the relevance and
validity of sources to understand the
perspectives of those involved when
evaluating historical arguments.

● 6.1.8.HistorySE.3.b: Analyze a variety of sources to make evidence-based inferences about how prominent individuals
and other nations contributed to the causes, execution, and outcomes of the American Revolution.

6.3 Active Citizenship in the 21st Century by the End of Grade 8
Civics, Government, and Human Rights: Civic and Political Institutions

Political and civil institutions impact all
aspects of people’s lives.

● 6.3.8.CivicsPI.1: Evaluate, take, and defend a position on why government is necessary, and the purposes government
should serve.

Governments have di�erent structures
which impact development (expansion)
and civic participation.

● 6.3.8.CivicsPI.2: Evaluate the extent to which di�erent forms of government re�ect the history and values of various
societies (e.g., monarchy, democracy, republic, dictatorship).
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● 6.3.8.CivicsPI.3: Use a variety of sources from multiple perspectives to examine the role of individuals, political parties,
interest groups, and the media in a local or global issue and share this information with a governmental or
nongovernmental organization as a way to gain support for addressing the issue.

● 6.3.8.CivicsPI.4: Investigate the roles of political, civil, and economic organizations in shaping people’s lives and share
this information with individuals who might bene�t from this information.

Civics, Government, and Human Rights: Democratic Principles

The United States system of government
is designed to realize the ideals of liberty,
democracy, limited government, equality
under the law and of opportunity,
justice, and property rights.

● 6.3.8.CivicsDP.1: Identify an issue of inequality, develop multiple solutions, and communicate the best one to an
appropriate government body.

● 6.3.8.CivicsDP.2: Make a claim based on evidence to determine the extent and the limitations of First Amendment
rights (e.g., U.S. Supreme Court decisions).

● 6.3.8.CivicsDP.3: Use historical case studies and current events to explain why due process is essential for the protection
of individual rights and maintenance of limited government.

9.1.8.A.1 Develop strategies to reinforce positive attitudes and productive behaviors that impact critical thinking and problem-solving skills.

9.1.8.C.2 Demonstrate the use of compromise, consensus, and community building strategies for carrying out di�erent tasks, assignments,
and projects. 

9.1.8.C.3 Model leadership skills during classroom and extra-curricular activities. 

RH.6-8.1. Cite speci�c textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources.

RH.6-8.2. Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of the source distinct
from prior knowledge or opinions.

RH.6-8.6. Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author's point of view or purpose (e.g., loaded language, inclusion or avoidance of particular
facts).

Unit Enduring Understandings Essential Questions

● British actions and policy toward its colonies was based on the
philosophy of Mercantilism.

● What series of events led the Colonists to rebel
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● Both the British and the colonists developed strong arguments
in their positions regarding British taxation policy.

● Most colonists did not support the movement toward
Independence prior to the publication of Common Sense.

● The colonists were divided in their support for the war,
putting regional and self interests ahead of national interest.

● George Washington was the only man who could have led the
colonial army to victory.

against the British government?
● How did geography impact the course of the

American Revolution?
● How did certain individuals impact the outcome of

the American Revolution?

Unit Teaching Points:

Bends Topics Lessons

Bend I: Road to Revolution Lesson 1: (Mini Lesson/synchronous)
Today I am going to teach you how to take notes on the
Causes of the American Revolution .

● Warm up: BrainPop American Revolution
● Mini Lesson: Students will use this graphic organizer

to take notes on the various events leading up to the
American Revolution

● Re�ection: Which event do you believe had the
largest in�uence to start the revolution?

Lesson 2: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I am going to teach you to identify the causes and the
e�ects of the French and Indian War

● Warm up: How might winning a war still cause
problems?

● Mini lecture - Students compare the map of North
American from before and after the French and
Indian War.

● Activity: Students, role playing British o�cials, work

Revised August 2022
Board Adopted August 30, 2021

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bmhf8q8R0sNcnhG3LyD1_4NbsUKIWX98hCMAOMRJnxI/edit


Florham Park Social Studies

7th Grade Social Studies Curriculum

in groups to brainstorm solutions to problems
caused by the French and Indian War.

● Students prepare to present their solutions.

Lesson 3: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I am going to teach you to evaluate two perspectives
leading to the Revolution

● Warmup/Mini Lecture: Introduction to the Boston
Massacre including the date, where it happened and
how it �ts into the colonies after the French and
Indian War.

● Activity: Students Read two perspectives on the
Boston Massacre and analyze to determine what
really happened .

● Exit Ticket: Students work with their groups to
write what they think happened on a white board.

Lesson 4: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I am going to ask you to decide if the Sons of Liberty
were heroes or terrorists

● Warm up: BrainPop
● Activity: Students will learn about the Sons of

Liberty’s responses to the various acts imposed by
England.

● Students will then complete a pre-assessment writing
assignment.

Lesson 5: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I am going to teach you to use your research to generate
reasons the American Revolution happened

● Warm up:
● Activity: Groups share their research and write
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reasons they have identi�ed for the American
Revolution. Groups share out and the class
generates. Students continue research and
formulating their own questions.

● Exit Ticket Students write their current
understandings.

Bend II: Bend II: The War Lesson 1: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I am going to teach you to compare the perspectives of
patriots and loyalists.

● Warm Up:  Students view the video “You’ll be back”
presenting the American Revolution from the
perspective of King George III

● Activity: Students read arguments from Patriots and
Loyalists on whether or not to separate from
England.Students take notes on page INB 18 by
considering two perspectives. .

● Exit Ticket Students write their current
understandings.

Lesson 2: (Mini Lesson-Synchronous) 1 week
Road to Revolution Project
Day 1: Today I am going to teach you about the requirements
of the project

● Entry Task:  Update Table of Contents. Hand back
notebooks.

● Warm up: Play �rst 30 seconds of this video to
introduce project
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9F-rD3XoXrQ
&t=17s&pbjreload=10&scrlybrkr=c80976a2

● Activity: Students do gallery walks of model projects.
Students read project overviews. Ask questions as
needed.
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● Time Permitting: Students begin research using the
resource folder and/or books - go over requirements.
One page per source, use a note-taking technique.
Always write the source at the top

Day 2: Students complete research for their American
Revolution map project.

● Mini Lesson: Creating a works cited page. Students
cite the article read for homework.

● Classwork: Play the American Revolution animated
Map video. Stop and model how to take notes.

● Exit Ticket: Choose an article to read for
homework. Make sure to create a citation.

Day 3:: Students revise their arguments for their map project.
● Mini Lesson:  Review some strategies for argument

writing.
● Students revise/type their paragraphs for the map

project.

Day 3: Adding Final Details
● Mini Lesson on adding troop movements to the map
● Students work on �nal maps

Da4-5 Final revisions and presentation

Lesson 3: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I am going to teach you to evaluate the impact of
perspective on the events and battles of the American
Revolution.

● Warm up/Mini Lesson: View and analyze George
Washington Crossing the Delaware painting.

○ Whose perspective does this show?
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○ Is this reliable/ why or why not?
● Activity/ Primary Sources assessment: Students read

two perspectives on the Battle of Lexington and try
to determine what really happened.

● Exit Ticket: After learning about two di�ering
perspectives on the Battle of Lexington, what do you
personally believe happened?

Lesson 4: (Mini-Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I am going to teach you about the foreign alliance that
assisted America in the war.

● Warm up: How would other countries becoming
involved in the war, help or hurt Americans?

● Activity: Students will evaluate the impact of the
foreign alliances (Prussia, Germany, France, and
Spain) on the outcome of the Revolutionary War.
Students will identify the alliance's impact,
organize/rank the importance of each alliance on the
outcome of the war, and evaluate in a written
response how the outcome of the war would have
been di�erent without the alliance.

Lesson 5: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I am going to review important facts about the
Revolutionary War and complete their timeline including:
Bunker Hill, Battle of Yorktown, Involvement of the French,
Indians, and Hessians.

● Warm up: Does the strongest always win/survive?
● Note-Taking Activity: Battles Text Set

Lesson 6: Battle Project
Today I will teach you about di�erent battles during the
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American Revolution and you will create a travel brochure
● Warm up: Explain what a travel brochure is and

show students examples
● Activity Direction:

Front page: Name of Battle and picture
Middle:
*The date your battle took place
*Where your battle took place (draw map location)
*British and American commanders
*Five interesting facts about your battle (include a picture for
each fact)
Back: *Who won the battle!

Bend III: Bend III: Declaring Independence Lesson 1: (Mini-Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I want to teach you how, when and who was involved
with the ending of the war.
They will preview upcoming unit by discussing how this
a�ects how the US will establish their new government
Review Timeline

● Warm up:
● Activity: Students research the many players that

took part in the war coming to an end.

Lesson 2: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I am going to identify challenges facing the delegates to
the Constitutional Convention.

● Mini Lesson: Review the homework -
○ What was the Articles of Confederation?

● What problems did they face?
● Activity: Read the letter from James Madison

invitation to the constitutional convention.
● Students break into state groups to begin researching
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their state

Lesson 3: (Mini lesson/synchronous)
Today I am going to teach you to do some research work on
the state and start work on your own speeches at the
constitutional convention

● Activity: Finish research on States
● Begin opening statements for constitutional

convention.
● Students write speeches and/or write newspaper

articles.
● Practice and present their speech

Lesson 4: (Mini-lesson/synchronous)
Today I am going to teach you to determine the role that
compromise played in drafting the constitution.

● Warm up: Students complete their presentations and
debate.

● Activity: Students vote on 3 issues at the
constitutional convention

● Mini Lecture on what really happened.

Lesson 5: (Mini-Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I am going to teach you to identify how the decisions
made at the constitutional convention were written into the
Constitution

● Warm up/Mini Lecture: what actually happened at
the Constitutional Convention?

● Debrief Simulation: How was our convention
similar/di�erent from the actual contention?

● Activity: Student’s read primary sources to
determine why slavery was kept in the constitution.
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Lesson 6: (Mini-Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I am going to teach you the role that compromise
played in drafting the constitution.

● Warm up/Mini Lecture: 3 branches, federalism and
amendment

● Activity: Read; Anatomy of the Constitution and
take notes on what the Legislative, Executive and
Judicial branches do.

● Game: Legislative, Executive, Judicial - project
powers of the government and student’s determine
which

Bend IV: Bend IV: The Constitution Lesson 1: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I am going to teach you to read primary sources to
determine how the constitution guards against Tyranny.

● Warm up: what is tyranny?
● Students brainstorm di�erent kinds of tyranny.
● Activity. Read documents on how the constitution

was written to guard against Tyranny.
● Exit Ticket: What are 4 ways the constitution guards

against Tyranny

Lesson 2: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I am going to teach you to identify how the decisions
made at the constitutional convention were written into the
Constitution

● Mini Lesson: Review Constitutional Principles:
○ Separation of Powers
○ Checks and Balances
○ Federalism

● Activity: Play Kahoot: Whose power is it?  Students
play and decide which branch of government is
responsible for a power OR if it is something
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assigned to the states.

Lesson 3: (Mini-Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I want to teach you the role that compromise played in
drafting the constitution

● Warm up: Students get a list of rights and prioritize
which are most important.

● Mini Lesson: Federalists and Anti-federalists
● Activity: Reading on the Bill of Rights + activity to

match rights/freedoms to Amendments

Lesson 4: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I want to teach you the main constitutional principles.

● Warm up: Finish Constitutional Principles Jigsaw)
Students break into small groups and present on
their constitutional principle.

● Activity: Mini Lecture to review the jigsaw principles
● Closing: Student’s identify which principle is being

addressed when given examples.

Lesson 5: (Mini Lesson-Synchronous)
Today I want to teach you how to study the powers each
branch of government does
Constitution Resources

● Warm up: Constitutional Principles quiz
● Activity: Students �nish taking notes on the

Anatomy of the Constitution Reading INB page 27
● Identify the following -

○ Amendment
○ Electoral College

● Play game: who has the power? On Kahoot
● INB 28: Students visually represent the powers of
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the 3 branches.  (examples provided -students can
draw a diagram, pictures, cartoon, etc.),

National
National
Women’s
History
Month,
(March)
Irish-Am
erican
Heritage
Month
(March)

Highlighting historic females throughout history: Optional
books

● The Evolution of Calpurnia Tate, by Jacqueline
Kelly (Level W)

● The Breadwinner, by Deborah Ellis (Level X)
● Amelia Lost: The Life and Disappearance of

Amelia Earhart, by Candace Fleming (Level X)
● Heroine of the Titanic: The Real Unsinkable Molly

Brown, by Elaine Landau (Level V)
● Rosa Parks: My Story, by Rosa Parks and Jim

Haskins (Level W)

Irish-American Heritage Month: Optional Books:
● Fever By mary Beth Keanr (Level Y)
● The Wonder by Emma Donooghue (Level Y)
● Resource

● Today I am going to teach you about women
standing up for change throughout history. (Lesson
Plan)

● Today I am going to teach you about the brave
women who helped drive and sustain the civil rights
movement. Their work and courageous e�orts have
gone unsung for many years. Students will explore
the role played by gender during an era of expanding
political rights and personal liberties. (Lesson Plan)

● Today I am going to teach you about Irish history
through maps, and how it changed over time

Heritage
Month
Celebrati
on

Asian Paci�c American Heritage:Understanding the crea
Possible Read Alouds:

● First Arrivals, First Reactions
● Transcontinental Railroad

Read Alouds
The Night Diary by Veera Hiranandani (Level V)
Hello Universe by Isavel Roxas (Level S)
Frazzled by Booki Vivat (Level V)
A Single Shard by Linda Sue Park (Level U)

● Today I am going to teach you why we
commemorate the arrivals of the community, and
why celebrating it is important.

● Today I am giong to teach you about how the
Chinese migrants helped build the transcontinental
railroad

Evidence of Learning (Assessments) Accommodations and Modi�cations
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Formative Assessments:

● Exit Tickets
● Notebook Checks
● Conferences
● Drafts

Summative Assessments:

● Unit Projects
● Written Analysis
● Summative tests
● SAC (Structured Academic Controversy)
● Demonstrations
● Portfolio

Benchmark Assessments:

● Initial Benchmark:  3rd Week of September
● Mid-year Benchmark: 4th Week of January
● End of year Benchmark:  Last week in May

Alternative Assessments:

● Choice Projects
● Portfolios
● Arguments Writing Assignments
● Notebook assessments
● Oral Presentations
● Socratic Seminars
● Primary Source Analysis
● Social Studies Instructional Strategies

Special Education:

● Curricular Modi�cations and Guidance for Students Educated in
Special Class Settings

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted

Learners, & Mainstream Learners)
Differentiation:

● Preview content and concepts
● Behavior management plan
● Highlight text
● Small group setting

High-Prep Differentiation:
● Alternative formative and summative assessments
● Guided Reading
● Personal agendas
● Project-based learning
● Tiered activities/assignments
● Varying organizers for instructions

Low-Prep Differentiation:
● Clubbing activities
● Exploration by interest
● Flexible groupings

English Language Learners:

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted

Learners, & Mainstream Learners)

Students at Risk for Failure:

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted

Learners, & Mainstream Learners}

Gifted and Talented
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OEOd4BgNJYGMZJZvXwYQXAqRdYqITuxhV8k_hCik0R8/edit
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJLHdjzj9_VQevaM2dMkSRDpIWpb-6q7N5rfa349-sY/edit?usp=sharing
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● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted

Learners, & Mainstream Learners)

Students with 504 Plans

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cation
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted

Learners, & Mainstream Learners)

Core Instructional and Supplemental Materials
Professional Resources:

Core Instructional, Supplemental, Instructional,
and Intervention Resources

Core Professional Resources:

● Social Studies Leveled Libraries
● Clearly Social Studies McGraw-Hill Children’s Publishing, 2002
● The 13 Colonies
● Causes of the American Revolution
● Excerpts from PPT - The Origins of Slavery
● The Road To Jamestown:
● Stanford Thinking Like a Historian Lesson: The Boston Massacre:
● Roads to Revolution
● Stanford Thinking Like a Historian Lesson: The Declaration of

Independence
● 8th Grade - African and African American Amistad Infusion
● 6-8 Black History Resources
● Amistad Curriculum (K-12)

Supplemental Professional Resources:

● Stanford History Education Group
● iCivics
● Teaching Tolerance

Core Instructional Resources:

● America’s Past and Promise McDougal Littell
● Causes of the American Revolution by Richard M. Strum
● A timeline of the Constitutional Convention by Sandra

Giddens
● A timeline of the First Continental Congress by Maxine

Rosaler
● The Real Revolution: the Global Story of American

Independence Marc Aronson
● Causes of the American Revolution Richard Strum
● Fight for Freedom:  the American Revolutionary War by

Benson Bobrick
● The Revolutionary War by Josh Gregory (Level W)
● At Battle in the Revolutionary War by Elizabeth Raum (Level V)
● Liberty! How the Revolutionary War Began by Lucille Penner

(Level U)
● Sybil Ludington: Revolutionary War Rider by E.F. Abbott (Level

Y)
● Any appropriate grade 8  book applicable to the unit chosen by the

teacher
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https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1cYYOXkiwcmfq5Fu3E-QrRSDv39eCe7o7
http://www.njamistadcurriculum.net/
https://sheg.stanford.edu
https://www.icivics.org
https://www.tolerance.org/
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● Facing History and Ourselves Supplemental Resources:

Suggested Lessons for  Di�erentiation with Small Groups:
● Newsela
● Brainpop
● The Revolutionary War by Brendan January (Level N)
● True Stories of the Revolutionary War by Elizabeth Raum (Level

R)
● Revolutionary War on Wednesday by Mary Osborne (Level M)
● The Revolutionary War Begins: Would You Join the Fight by

Elaine Landau (Level O)
● Black Heroes of the American Revolution by Burke Davis (Level

X)
● Crispus Attucks: A Hero of the American Revolution by Charlotte

Taylor (Level M)
● George Washington’s Spies by Claudia Fridell (Level U)
● Jefferson’s Sons by Kimberly Brubaker Bradley (Level X)

Intervention Resources:

● Graphic Organizers
● Sca�olded Notes
● Closed Notes
● Shared Notes and slide presentations
● Study guides
● Newsela
● Brain Pop JR.
● Readworks
● CNN10

Interdisciplinary Connections Integration of Technology through NJSLS

● Correlates to routines unit in math, rules and community units in social studies
Identify classroom routines in other subject areas: math, science, and social
studies.

● In Social Studies discuss routines in the community

● Create a word study word sort in Inspiration.
● Listen to books on CDs, tapes, videos or podcasts if available.
● Listen to books on websites (pbskids.org/lions/index.html,

storylineonline.net, storyit.com, Elementary Connections Page)
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● Understand what it means to “read close” in social studies, science, and foreign
language.

● O�er short, non�ction picture books and non�ction articles on science, social
studies, and foreign language related activities to encourage building background
knowledge and independent reading about topics of interest to students.

● Encourage students to respond to texts in their speci�c subject area notebooks as
they re�ect on what they have been reading.

● Highlight texts, themes, and re�ections that connect to themes related to the
Holocaust; i.e. power, bullying, empathy, and social activism.

● Use document camera or overhead projector for shared reading of texts.
Ongoing:

● Listen to books on CDs, tapes, videos or podcasts if available.
● Listen to books on websites (pbskids.org/lions/index.html,

storylineonline.net, storyit.com, Elementary Connections Page)
● Use document camera or overhead projector for shared reading of texts.
Other:
● Use Microsoft Word, Inspiration, or Smart Board Notebook software to

write the words from their word sorts.
● Use Inspiration to create a double timeline looking at plot events and

character motivation.

Integration of 21st Century Themes and Skills Media Literacy Integration

● Financial, Economic, Business, and Entrepreneurial Literacy
● Civic Literacy
● Health Literacy
● Social Justice Literacy
● Creativity and Innovation
● Critical Thinking and Problem Solving Communication and Collaboration

Information Literacy
● Media Literacy
● Life and Career Skills
● Creativity and Innovations
● Critical Thinking and Problem Solving
● Communication and Collaboration

● Ask students to look for speci�c things when they view videos or read
print material, and then ask questions about those items

● Build on the intuitive knowledge students have gained from media about
the story and character

● Clarify the distinction between �ction and non�ction in di�erent types
of media reporting on the same topic

● Use print materials to practice reading and comprehension skills
● Information Literacy

Career Education Global Perspective

● New Jersey Educational Field Trip
● Washington DC Trip
● History Based Field Trip
● Oregon Trail Webquest
● Flexibility and Adaptability
● Initiative and Self-Direction
● Social and Cross-Cultural Skills
● Productivity and Accountability
● Leadership and Responsibility

● National Hispanic-Latino Heritage Month
● National Disability Employment Awareness Month
● National American Indian Heritage Month
● Black History Month
● National Women’s History Month,
● National Irish-American Heritage Month
● National Italian American Heritage Month
● Asian Paci�c American Heritage
● Older Americans’ Month
● Jewish American Heritage Month
● Week of Respect
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● Red Ribbon Week
● International Dot Day (September 16)

Unit 6: Economy Grade: 7th

Unit Overview:
The study of economics, including basic and advanced economic principles, will aid students in their understanding of history and current events. The
examination of di�erent economies, the role of currency, government intervention, supply and demand as well as other important economic factors will
allow students to understand how small/large business has impacted the development of history (recession/expansion) and how America today
continuously faces economic turbulence. Students need to develop an appreciation for the historical and modern impact that economics has played in
American history. Through this study of economics, students will understand why and how micro and macro economics has determined the path of
America and its citizenry both historically and today. This study should introduce them to fundamental aspects of the subject which will be re�ned as
they continue their studies in high school.

NJ Student Learning Standards

Standards
6.1 U.S. History: America in the World: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the
environment shape the American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that re�ect fundamental rights and core democratic values as productive
citizens in local, national, and global communities

Companion Standards:
Key Ideas and Details
NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences and relevant connections from it; cite speci�c textual evidence when writing or speaking to
support conclusions drawn from the text.
NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas.
NJSLSA.R3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text.
Craft and Structure
NJSLSA.R4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and �gurative meanings, and analyze how speci�c word choices shape
meaning or tone.
NJSLSA.R5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how speci�c sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the
whole.
NJSLSA.R6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.
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Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.
NJSLSA.R8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and speci�c claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and su�ciency of the evidence.
NJSLSA.R9. Analyze and re�ect on how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take.

NJSLSA.R10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and pro�ciently with sca�olding as needed.
Reading History and Social Studies:
Key Ideas and Details
RH.6-8.1. Cite speci�c textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources.
RH.6-8.2. Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions.
RH.6-8.3. Identify key steps in a text's description of a process related to history/social studies (e.g., how a bill becomes law, how interest rates are raised or lowered).
Craft and Structure
RH.6-8.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary speci�c to domains related to history/social studies.
RH.6-8.5. Describe how a text presents information (e.g., sequentially, comparatively, causally).
RH.6-8.6. Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author's point of view or purpose (e.g., loaded language, inclusion or avoidance of particular facts).
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
RH.6-8.7. Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other information in print and digital texts.
RH.6-8.8. Distinguish among fact, opinion, and reasoned judgment in a text.
RH.6-8.9. Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary source on the same topic.
Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity
RH.6-8.10.  By the end of grade 8, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 6-8 text complexity band independently and pro�ciently

Science
Determine the central ideas or conclusions of a text; provide an accurate summary of the text distinct from prior knowledge or opinions. (MS-LS1-5) RST.6-8.2

Standard 8 Computer Science
Performance Expectations:
8.1.8.IC.1  Compare the trade-offs associated with computing technologies that affect an individual's everyday activities and career options.

Standard 9 Career Readiness, Life Literacy, and Key Skills
9.2.8.CAP.2: Develop a plan that includes information about career areas of interest.

New Jersey Amistad Commission:: N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88
Every board of education shall incorporate the information regarding the contributions of African-Americans to our country in an appropriate place in the curriculum of elementary and
secondary school students.

LGBT and Disabilities Law: N.J.S.A. 18A:35-4.35 A board of education shall include instruction on the political, economic, and social contributions of persons with disabilities and
lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender people, in an appropriate place in the curriculum of middle school and high school students as part of the district’s implementation of the New Jersey
Student Learning Standards (N.J.S.A.18A:35-4.36) A board of education shall have policies and procedures in place pertaining to the selection of instructional materials to implement the
requirements of N.J.S.A. 18A:35-4.35.
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Primary interdisciplinary connections: Language Arts, 21st Century Life and Careers, Science, and Technology
Suggested Activities:
Math:  Graphs comparing populations, Compare latitude and longitude lines to a line graph
Science:  Environmental Changes, study agriculture

Social Studies Standards

Core Idea Performance Expectations

6.3 Active Citizenship in the 21st Century by the End of Grade 8
Civics, Government, and Human Rights: Civic and Political Institutions

Political and civil institutions impact all
aspects of people’s lives.

● 6.3.8.CivicsPI.1: Evaluate, take, and defend a position on why government is necessary, and the purposes government
should serve.

Governments have di�erent structures
which impact development (expansion)
and civic participation.

● 6.3.8.CivicsPI.2: Evaluate the extent to which di�erent forms of government re�ect the history and values of various
societies (e.g., monarchy, democracy, republic, dictatorship).

● 6.3.8.CivicsPI.3: Use a variety of sources from multiple perspectives to examine the role of individuals, political parties,
interest groups, and the media in a local or global issue and share this information with a governmental or
nongovernmental organization as a way to gain support for addressing the issue.

● 6.3.8.CivicsPI.4: Investigate the roles of political, civil, and economic organizations in shaping people’s lives and share
this information with individuals who might bene�t from this information.

Civics, Government, and Human Rights: Democratic Principles

The United States system of government is
designed to realize the ideals of liberty,
democracy, limited government, equality
under the law and of opportunity, justice,
and property rights.

● 6.3.8.CivicsDP.1: Identify an issue of inequality, develop multiple solutions, and communicate the best one to an
appropriate government body.

● 6.3.8.CivicsDP.2: Make a claim based on evidence to determine the extent and the limitations of First Amendment rights
(e.g., U.S. Supreme Court decisions).

● 6.3.8.CivicsDP.3: Use historical case studies and current events to explain why due process is essential for the protection
of individual rights and maintenance of limited government.

Civics, Government, and Human Rights: Participation and Deliberation

Civic participation and deliberation are the
responsibility of every member of society.

● 6.3.8.CivicsPD.1: Deliberate on a public issue a�ecting an upcoming election, consider opposing arguments, and develop
a reasoned conclusion.
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● 6.3.8.CivicsPD.2: Propose and defend a position regarding a public policy issue at the appropriate local, state, or national
level

Economics, Innovation, and Technology: Economic Ways of Thinking

Economic decision -involves setting goals,
weighing costs and bene�ts, and
identifying the resources available to
achieve those goals

● 6.3.8.EconET.1: Using quantitative data, evaluate the opportunity cost of a proposed economic action, and take a
position and support it (e.g., healthcare, education, transportation).

● 6.3.8.EconET.2: Assess the impact of government incentives and disincentives on the economy (e.g., patents, protection
of private property, taxes).

RH.6-8.3. Identify key steps in a text's description of a process related to history/social studies (e.g., how a bill
becomes a law, how interest rates are raised or lowered).

RH.6-8.7. Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other information
in print and digital texts.

RH.6-8.5. Describe how a text presents information (e.g., sequentially, comparatively, causally).

Unit Enduring Understandings Essential Questions

● Government plays a role in economic change
● Supply and Demand play a role in determining the cost of

goods and services
● There are numerous ways to measure an economy
● Di�erent countries use di�erent economies based on

numerous factors
● Individuals must examine their own saving plans, including

investments, to better prepare for life’s events.

● What is a global exchange and how do I de�ne the three
types of economy?

● How are supply and change associated with each other?
● How I can create a savings plan to prepare for life’s events

Unit Teaching Points:

Revised August 2022
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Bends Topics Lessons

Bend I: Economics Lesson 1: (Mini Lesson/synchronous)
Today I want to teach you that to understand what trade-offs
and opportunity costs are.

● Warm up: Ask students to remember a time when
they traded lunch, cards, or anything else with a
friend or anyone else

● Activity: Video: Economics
● Reading: What is Economics? (Read only section 1,

pg 11)
● Reflection: Give an example of a supposedly “free”

item that you see every day. Explain why the item is
not really free by stating who or what actually pays
for it.

Lesson 2: (Min Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I want to teach you to look at maps of the global
economy and analyze them.

● Warm up: Display Map: Go over the 2-3 of the maps
that are on the chart. How to read them

● Activity: Independent Practice: Map Analysis
worksheet

● Reflection: How are national and global markets
connected?

Lesson 3: (Min Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I want to teach you to apply the principles of supply
and demand to real world situations.

● Warm up: Video: Review what supply and demand
means

● Activity: Scenario sheet: Supply and demand, Supply
and Demand activity

● Asynchronous Practice: Supply and Demand Game

Day 2: Different Factors of Supply and Demand
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Reading: What is Economics? (Section 2)
Go to the Circular Flow of economy Chart: Have students
summarize the chart. (pg 15)

● Warm up: What is the difference between a durable
good and a non-durable goods?

● Drawing Conclusions In what way do businesses and
households both supply and demand in the circular
flow model?

Lesson 4: (Mini-Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I want to teach you to understand different ways to save
in a market economy.

● Warm up: Video: Saving money scenario
● Activity: Have students work together to come up

with different ways to save money

Lesson 5: (Mini Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I want to teach you to create a budget for short and long
term goals.

● Warm up: Brianpop video: Budgets
● Activity: Budget Game
● Discuss: How does budgeting help us save, and

prepare for the future

Lesson 6: (Min Lesson/Synchronous)
Today I am going to teach you about credit and debits

● Warm up: Video: credit and debit
● Activity: Credit and Debit Card Activity

Response Worksheet

Evidence of Learning (Assessments) Accommodations and Modi�cations

Revised August 2022
Board Adopted August 30, 2021

https://drive.google.com/file/d/106YpprFoBz8h7HCe3Xjc4BsOni6jEqn8/view?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a5UMk5H0P_A
https://www.brainpop.com/math/dataanalysis/budgets/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0ByvCNTVLqRWsWnRSNWhrQ1I4TXJZVmJvYWVRelNGZExtSTNR/view
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rMpDnEILp-A
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0ByvCNTVLqRWsUHZid0k4dFNJNlJLbmRSNDBLaUZPVlBpdGs0/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0ByvCNTVLqRWsRV9FWFItS1RCeW5HVm8wN2ZucUJIb1R0azBZ/view


Florham Park Social Studies

7th Grade Social Studies Curriculum

Formative Assessments:

● Exit Tickets
● Notebook Checks
● Conferences
● Drafts

Summative Assessments:

● Unit Projects
● Written Analysis
● Summative tests
● SAC (Structured Academic Controversy)
● Demonstrations
● Portfolio

Benchmark Assessments:

● Initial Benchmark:  3rd Week of September
● Mid-year Benchmark: 4th Week of January
● End of year Benchmark:  Last week in May

Alternative Assessments:

● Choice Projects
● Portfolios
● Arguments Writing Assignments
● Notebook assessments
● Oral Presentations
● Socratic Seminars
● Primary Source Analysis
● Social Studies Instructional Strategies

Special Education:

● Curricular Modi�cations and Guidance for Students Educated in
Special Class Settings

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners,

& Mainstream Learners)
Differentiation:

● Preview content and concepts
● Behavior management plan
● Highlight text
● Small group setting

High-Prep Differentiation:
● Alternative formative and summative assessments
● Guided Reading
● Personal agendas
● Project-based learning
● Tiered activities/assignments
● Varying organizers for instructions

Low-Prep Differentiation:
● Clubbing activities
● Exploration by interest
● Flexible groupings

English Language Learners:

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners,

& Mainstream Learners)

Students at Risk for Failure:

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners,

& Mainstream Learners}

Gifted and Talented

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
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● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners,
& Mainstream Learners)

Students with 504 Plans

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cation
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted Learners,

& Mainstream Learners)

Core Instructional and Supplemental Materials
Professional Resources:

Core Instructional, Supplemental, Instructional, and
Intervention Resources

Core Professional Resources:

● Social Studies Leveled Libraries
● Economics in Action Today by Adrian A. Paradis
● Economics of the Consumer by Marc Rosenblum
● The Economics of Underdeveloped Countries by Michael Belshaw
● 7th Grade - African and African American Amistad Infusion
● 6-8 Black History Resources
● Amistad Curriculum (K-12)

Supplemental Professional Resources:

● Stanford History Education Group
● iCivics
● Teaching Tolerance
● Facing History and Ourselves

Core Instructional Resources:

● Our World’s Story Harcourt Brace & Company
● Money Instructor
● Economy
● Borrowing Money
● Global Financial Crisis (Level Z)
● Kids On Strike (Level V)
● Made You Look: How Advertising Works And Why You Should

Know (Level Z)
● Making Good Choices About Fair Trade (Level Z)
● Any appropriate grade 7 book applicable to the unit chosen by the teacher

Supplemental Resources:

Suggested Lessons for  Di�erentiation with Small Groups:
● Newsela
● Brainpop
● Four Economics Games
● Lemonade Stand
● Starting Your Own Business (Level T)
● What Are Goods and Services (Level R)
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● What is Money? (Level W)

Intervention Resources:

● Graphic Organizers
● Sca�olded Notes
● Closed Notes
● Shared Notes and slide presentations
● Study guides
● Newsela
● Brain Pop JR.
● Readworks
● CNN10

Interdisciplinary Connections Integration of Technology through NJSLS

● Correlates to routines unit in math, rules and community units in social studies
Identify classroom routines in other subject areas: math, science, and social studies.

● In Social Studies discuss routines in the community
● Understand what it means to “read close” in social studies, science, and foreign

language.
● O�er short, non�ction picture books and non�ction articles on science, social

studies, and foreign language related activities to encourage building background
knowledge and independent reading about topics of interest to students.

● Encourage students to respond to texts in their speci�c subject area notebooks as
they re�ect on what they have been reading.

● Highlight texts, themes, and re�ections that connect to themes related to the
Holocaust; i.e. power, bullying, empathy, and social activism.

● Create a word study word sort in Inspiration.
● Listen to books on CDs, tapes, videos or podcasts if available.
● Listen to books on websites (pbskids.org/lions/index.html,

storylineonline.net, storyit.com, Elementary Connections Page)
● Use document camera or overhead projector for shared reading of texts.

Ongoing:
● Listen to books on CDs, tapes, videos or podcasts if available.
● Listen to books on websites (pbskids.org/lions/index.html,

storylineonline.net, storyit.com, Elementary Connections Page)
● Use document camera or overhead projector for shared reading of texts.
Other:
● Use Microsoft Word, Inspiration, or Smart Board Notebook software to write

the words from their word sorts.
● Use Inspiration to create a double timeline looking at plot events and

character motivation.

Integration of 21st Century Themes and Skills Media Literacy Integration
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● Financial, Economic, Business, and Entrepreneurial Literacy
● Civic Literacy
● Health Literacy
● Social Justice Literacy
● Creativity and Innovation
● Critical Thinking and Problem Solving Communication and Collaboration

Information Literacy
● Media Literacy
● Life and Career Skills
● Creativity and Innovations
● Critical Thinking and Problem Solving
● Communication and Collaboration

● Ask students to look for speci�c things when they view videos or read print
material, and then ask questions about those items

● Build on the intuitive knowledge students have gained from media about the
story and character

● Clarify the distinction between �ction and non�ction in di�erent types of
media reporting on the same topic

● Use print materials to practice reading and comprehension skills
● Information Literacy

Career Education Global Perspective

● New Jersey Educational Field Trip
● Washington DC Trip
● History Based Field Trip
● Oregon Trail Webquest
● Flexibility and Adaptability
● Initiative and Self-Direction
● Social and Cross-Cultural Skills
● Productivity and Accountability
● Leadership and Responsibility

● National Hispanic-Latino Heritage Month
● National Disability Employment Awareness Month
● National American Indian Heritage Month
● Black History Month
● National Women’s History Month,
● National Irish-American Heritage Month
● National Italian American Heritage Month
● Asian Paci�c American Heritage
● Older Americans’ Month
● Jewish American Heritage Month
● Week of Respect
● Red Ribbon Week
● International Dot Day (September 16)

Unit 8: Holcaust Studies: The Spread of Dangerous Ideas Grade: 7th

Unit Overview:
In this unit students analyze propaganda to determine how and why dangerous ideas spread.  Students complete a media literacy lesson on how to identify
propaganda then identify strategies used in Nazi propaganda. As an extension teachers may want to �nd modern day examples of propaganda for students
to analyze.
It is essential that the students see the roots and consequences of prejudice, discrimination, racism, and stereotyping.
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NJ Student Learning Standards

Standards
6.1 U.S. History: America in the World: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the
environment shape the American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that re�ect fundamental rights and core democratic values as productive
citizens in local, national, and global communities
6.2 World History/Global Studies All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically and systematically about how past interactions of people, cultures, and the
environment a�ect issues across time and cultures. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions as socially and ethically responsible world citizens in the 21st century.

Companion Standards:
Key Ideas and Details
NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences and relevant connections from it; cite speci�c textual evidence when writing or speaking to
support conclusions drawn from the text.
NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas.
NJSLSA.R3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text.
Craft and Structure
NJSLSA.R4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and �gurative meanings, and analyze how speci�c word choices shape meaning
or tone.
NJSLSA.R5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how speci�c sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the
whole.
NJSLSA.R6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.
NJSLSA.R8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and speci�c claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and su�ciency of the evidence.
NJSLSA.R9. Analyze and re�ect on how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take.

NJSLSA.R10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and pro�ciently with sca�olding as needed.
Reading History and Social Studies:
Key Ideas and Details
RH.6-8.1. Cite speci�c textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources.
RH.6-8.2. Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions.
RH.6-8.3. Identify key steps in a text's description of a process related to history/social studies (e.g., how a bill becomes law, how interest rates are raised or lowered).
Craft and Structure
RH.6-8.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary speci�c to domains related to history/social studies.
RH.6-8.5. Describe how a text presents information (e.g., sequentially, comparatively, causally).
RH.6-8.6. Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author's point of view or purpose (e.g., loaded language, inclusion or avoidance of particular facts).
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
RH.6-8.7. Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other information in print and digital texts.
RH.6-8.8. Distinguish among fact, opinion, and reasoned judgment in a text.
RH.6-8.9. Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary source on the same topic.
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Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity
RH.6-8.10.  By the end of grade 8, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 6-8 text complexity band independently and pro�ciently

Science
Determine the central ideas or conclusions of a text; provide an accurate summary of the text distinct from prior knowledge or opinions. (MS-LS1-5) RST.6-8.2

Standard 8 Computer Science
Performance Expectations:
8.1.8.IC.1  Compare the trade-offs associated with computing technologies that affect an individual's everyday activities and career options.

Standard 9 Career Readiness, Life Literacy, and Key Skills
9.2.8.CAP.2: Develop a plan that includes information about career areas of interest.

New Jersey Amistad Commission:: N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88
Every board of education shall incorporate the information regarding the contributions of African-Americans to our country in an appropriate place in the curriculum of elementary and
secondary school students.

LGBT and Disabilities Law: N.J.S.A. 18A:35-4.35 A board of education shall include instruction on the political, economic, and social contributions of persons with disabilities and
lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender people, in an appropriate place in the curriculum of middle school and high school students as part of the district’s implementation of the New Jersey
Student Learning Standards (N.J.S.A.18A:35-4.36) A board of education shall have policies and procedures in place pertaining to the selection of instructional materials to implement the
requirements of N.J.S.A. 18A:35-4.35.

Holocaust Law: N.J.S.A. 18A:35-28 Every board of education shall include instruction on the Holocaust and genocides in an appropriate place in the curriculum of all elementary and
secondary school pupils. The instruction shall further emphasize the personal responsibility that each citizen bears to �ght racism and hatred whenever and wherever it happens.

Primary interdisciplinary connections: Language Arts, 21st Century Life and Careers, Science, and Technology
Suggested Activities:
Math:  Graphs comparing populations, Compare latitude and longitude lines to a line graph
Science:  Environmental Changes, study agriculture

Social Studies Standards

Standards By the end of grade 8
6.1 U.S. History: America in the World: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the
environment shape the American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that re�ect fundamental rights and core democratic values as productive
citizens in local, national, and global communities
6.2 World History/Global Studies: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically and systematically about how past interactions of people, cultures, and the
environment a�ect issues across time and cultures. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions as socially and ethically responsible world citizens in the 21st century.

Core Idea Performance Expectations
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Governments around the world support
universal human rights to varying degrees.

● 6.1.12.CivicsHR.11.a: Assess the responses of the United States and other nations to the violation of human rights that
occurred during the Holocaust and other genocides.

● 6.1.12.CivicsHR.11.b: Explain the reasons for the creation of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, and evaluate the e�ectiveness of United Nations' human rights policies and the commitment of the United States to
them.

To better understand the historical
perspective, one must consider historical
context.

● 6.1.12.HistoryCC.11.d: Compare the varying perspectives of victims, survivors, bystanders, rescuers, and perpetrators during
the Holocaust.

By the end of grade 8: 6.3 Active Citizenship in the 21st Century: All students will acquire the skills needed to be active, informed citizens who value diversity and promote
cultural understanding by working collaboratively to address the challenges that are inherent in living in an interconnected world

Core Idea Performance Expectations

Civics, Government, and Human Rights: Participation and Deliberation

Through participation in the
decision-making process (e.g., voting,
petitions, contacting elected o�cials,
serving in their community) people can
initiate change.

● 6.3.5.CivicsPD.1: Develop an action plan that addresses issues related to climate change and share with school and/or
community members.

● 6.3.5.CivicsPD.2: Use a variety of sources and data to identify the various perspectives and actions taken by individuals
involving a current or historical community, state, or national issue.

9.1.8.F.2 Explain how rules, laws, and safety practices protect individual rights in the global workplace.  

Unit Enduring Understandings Essential Questions

● How do dangerous ideas spread?
● In 7th grade students focus on propaganda to determine how and

why dangerous ideas spread.
● Students complete a media literacy lesson on how to identify

Propaganda.Student’s then analyze Nazi propaganda using the
techniques in the media literacy lesson.

● As an extension students may want to �nd modern day examples
of propaganda and have students analyze.

● How can we address bullying by becoming “upstanders” who
speak up for the rights of others?

● How can the study of multiple perspectives, beliefs
systems, and cultures provide a context for understanding
and challenging public actions and decisions in a diverse
and interdependent world?
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Unit Teaching Points:

Lesson 1: Students will be able to study the history of the Jewish holocaust of WWII

Lesson 2: Students will be able to explore the issues of genocide

Lesson 3: Students will be able to recognize the uses of concentration camps

Lesson 4: Students will be able to understand di�erent ways to save in a market economy.

Lesson 5: Students will be able to understand  interpretations of past events inform our understanding of cause and e�ect,
and continuity and change, and how they in�uence our beliefs and decisions about current public policy issues.

Lesson 6: Students will be able to understand the ultimate result of prejudice and discrimination?.

Creating
Social
Awareness
Around
Holocaust
Sotries

Read aloud options:
● Escaping the Nazis on the Kindertransport by Emma Carlson Berne
● Somewhere There Is Still a Sun: A Memoir of the Holocaust
● Spaghetti Rain by Joan Trotter Srager
● Michael Gruenbaum with Todd Hasak-Lowy

● The Tattered Prayer Book by Ellen Bari; Avi Katz, illus.

Potential lessons that can be taught through the books above:

● Today  I want to teach you that because texts are written with certain powers and perspectives, it’s not
easy to understand an issue by just reading one text, one author’s opinion. Instead, you can gather texts
on similar issues so that you can read many texts on a subject in order to learn about the topic from
multiple perspectives and multiple expressions of power.”
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● Today I want to teach you that an author has the power to share a certain perspective on the world or
topic. But authors are just as �awed and biased as the rest of us--so don’t give them too much power!
Read with a critical eye, and talk back to the perspective of di�erent authors.”

Evidence of Learning (Assessments) Accommodations and Modi�cations

Formative Assessments:

● Exit Tickets
● Notebook Checks
● Conferences
● Drafts

Summative Assessments:

● Unit Projects
● Written Analysis
● Summative tests
● SAC (Structured Academic Controversy)
● Demonstrations
● Portfolio

Benchmark Assessments:

● Initial Benchmark:  3rd Week of September
● Mid-year Benchmark: 4th Week of January
● End of year Benchmark:  Last week in May

Alternative Assessments:

● Choice Projects
● Portfolios

Special Education:

● Curricular Modi�cations and Guidance for Students Educated
in Special Class Settings

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted

Learners, & Mainstream Learners)
Differentiation:

● Preview content and concepts
● Behavior management plan
● Highlight text
● Small group setting

High-Prep Differentiation:
● Alternative formative and summative assessments
● Guided Reading
● Personal agendas
● Project-based learning
● Tiered activities/assignments
● Varying organizers for instructions

Low-Prep Differentiation:
● Clubbing activities
● Exploration by interest
● Flexible groupings

English Language Learners:

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
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● Arguments Writing Assignments
● Notebook assessments
● Oral Presentations
● Socratic Seminars
● Primary Source Analysis
● Social Studies Instructional Strategies

● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted
Learners, & Mainstream Learners)

Students at Risk for Failure:

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted

Learners, & Mainstream Learners}

Gifted and Talented

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cations
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted

Learners, & Mainstream Learners)

Students with 504 Plans

● Subgroup Accommodations and Modi�cation
● Di�erentiation for All Students (Special Needs, ESL, Gifted

Learners, & Mainstream Learners)

Core Instructional and Supplemental Materials
Professional Resources:

Core Instructional, Supplemental, Instructional, and
Intervention Resources

Core Professional Resources:

● Social Studies Leveled Libraries
● 6-8 Holocaust/Genocide Education
● Holocaust
● WEED out Propaganda  - lesson from the Newseum
● Analyzing Nazi Propaganda
● Gallery of Nazi Propaganda
● 7th Grade - African and African American Amistad Infusion

Core
Instructional
Resources:
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1edYK44GUiqAPLfxUkWwqIUNf56cVAivAVMCXzHnIOUg/edit
http://www.educationworld.com/a_sites/sites023.shtml
https://newseumed.org/weed-out-propaganda
https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/article/nazi-propaganda
https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/gallery/propaganda-posters
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-_rSshPtTmz-Jmc1zKKgJQaECZXFfKj8vgpkVhwnzK4/edit
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● 6-8 Black History Resources
● Amistad Curriculum (K-12)

Supplemental Professional Resources:

● Stanford History Education Group
● iCivics
● Teaching Tolerance
● Facing History and Ourselves

● Our World’s
Story Harcourt
Brace &
Company

● Night Diary of
Anne Frank

● “Through the
Eyes”

● Terezin: Voices
From the
Holocaust by
Ruth Thomson
(Level  Y)

● Unlikely
Warrior: A
Jewish Soldier in
Hitler’s Army
(Level Z)

● Survivors: True
Stories of
Children in the
Holocaust by
Allan and
Mara Zullo
(Level X)

● I Am A Star:
Child of the
Holocaust by
Inge Auerbacher
(Level W)

● Any appropriate
grade 7 book
applicable to the
unit chosen by
the teacher

Supplemental
Resources:
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Suggested Lessons for
Di�erentiation with
Small Groups:

● Newsela
● Brainpop
● Four

Economics
Games

● Lemonade
Stand

● The Holocaust
by Lynn Peppas
(Level S)

● Forgotten War
Stories in
History by Janet
Slingerland
(Level T)

● The Grand
Mosque of
Paris: A Story of
How Muslims
Rescused Jews
During the
Holocaust by
Desai Durland
(Level T)

● Story of Anne
Frank (Level T)

● The Tree in the
Courtyard:
Looking through
Anne Frank’s
Window by Je�
Gotesfeld
(Level P)

● Benno and the
Night of Broken
Glass by Meg
Wiviott (Level
M)
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● Hana’s Suitcase:
The Quest to
Solve a
Holocaust
Mystery by
Karen Levine
(Level Y)

● Hidden: A
Child's Story of
the Holocaust by
Loic Dauvillier
(Level W)

● Odette's Secrets
by Maryann
Macdonald
(Level W)

● When Hitler
Stole Pink
Rabbit by
Judith Kerr
(Level X)

Intervention
Resources:

● Graphic
Organizers

● Sca�olded
Notes

● Closed Notes
● Shared Notes

and slide
presentations

● Study guides
● Newsela
● Brain Pop JR.
● Readworks
● CNN10
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Interdisciplinary Connections Integration of Technology through NJSLS

● Correlates to routines unit in math, rules and community units in social studies
Identify classroom routines in other subject areas: math, science, and social studies.

● In Social Studies discuss routines in the community
● Understand what it means to “read close” in social studies, science, and foreign

language.
● O�er short, non�ction picture books and non�ction articles on science, social

studies, and foreign language related activities to encourage building background
knowledge and independent reading about topics of interest to students.

● Encourage students to respond to texts in their speci�c subject area notebooks as
they re�ect on what they have been reading.

● Highlight texts, themes, and re�ections that connect to themes related to the
Holocaust; i.e. power, bullying, empathy, and social activism.

● Create a word study word sort in Inspiration.
● Listen to books on CDs, tapes, videos or podcasts if available.
● Listen to books on websites (pbskids.org/lions/index.html, storylineonline.net,

storyit.com, Elementary Connections Page)
● Use document camera or overhead projector for shared reading of texts.

Ongoing:
● Listen to books on CDs, tapes, videos or podcasts if available.
● Listen to books on websites (pbskids.org/lions/index.html, storylineonline.net,

storyit.com, Elementary Connections Page)
● Use document camera or overhead projector for shared reading of texts.
Other:
● Use Microsoft Word, Inspiration, or Smart Board Notebook software to write

the words from their word sorts.
● Use Inspiration to create a double timeline looking at plot events and character

motivation.

Integration of 21st Century Themes and Skills Media Literacy Integration

● Financial, Economic, Business, and Entrepreneurial Literacy
● Civic Literacy
● Health Literacy
● Social Justice Literacy
● Creativity and Innovation
● Critical Thinking and Problem Solving Communication and Collaboration

Information Literacy
● Media Literacy
● Life and Career Skills
● Creativity and Innovations
● Critical Thinking and Problem Solving
● Communication and Collaboration

● Ask students to look for speci�c things when they view videos or read print
material, and then ask questions about those items

● Build on the intuitive knowledge students have gained from media about the
story and character

● Clarify the distinction between �ction and non�ction in di�erent types of
media reporting on the same topic

● Use print materials to practice reading and comprehension skills
● Information Literacy

Career Education Global Perspective

● New Jersey Educational Field Trip
● Washington DC Trip
● History Based Field Trip

● National Hispanic-Latino Heritage Month
● National Disability Employment Awareness Month
● National American Indian Heritage Month
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● Oregon Trail Webquest
● Flexibility and Adaptability
● Initiative and Self-Direction
● Social and Cross-Cultural Skills
● Productivity and Accountability
● Leadership and Responsibility

● Black History Month
● National Women’s History Month,
● National Irish-American Heritage Month
● National Italian American Heritage Month
● Asian Paci�c American Heritage
● Older Americans’ Month
● Jewish American Heritage Month
● Week of Respect
● Red Ribbon Week
● International Dot Day (September 16)

2022-2023 Disciplinary Concepts
Civics, Government, and Human Rights: Civic and Political Institutions
The study of civic and political institutions includes concepts of the law, politics, and government that are essential to understanding the important
institutions of society and the principles these institutions are intended to re�ect.

By the end of grade 2 By the end of grade 5 By the end of grade 8

● Local community and government
leaders have roles and responsibilities to
provide services for their community
members.

● Rules for all to live by are a result of the
actions of government, organizations,
and individuals.

● The actions of individuals and the
government a�ects decisions made for the
common good.

● In a representative democracy, individuals
play a role in how government functions.

● In a representative democracy, individuals
elect representatives to act on the behalf of
the people.

● Levels of government (i.e., local, state, and
federal) have  di�erent powers and
responsibilities.

● Political and civic institutions impact all
aspects of people’s lives.

● Governments have di�erent structures
which impact development (expansion)
and civic participation.

Civics, Government, and Human Rights: Participation and Deliberation
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Participation requires learning about public issues and determining how and when to take action to address them. Deliberation requires civic dispositions, such as
honesty, mutual respect, cooperation, and attentiveness to multiple perspectives that individuals should use when they interact with each other on public matters.
Deliberation includes learning processes that enable citizens to engage in constructive, informed, and decisive dialogue about important public issues. Both
participation and deliberation require an understanding of the diverse arguments regarding the underlying principles as well as founding documents and their
meanings.

By the end of grade 2 By the end of grade 5 By the end of grade 8

● When all members of the group are given
the opportunity to participate in the
decision-making process, everyone's voice
is heard.

● Through participation in the
decision-making process, people can initiate
change (e.g., voting, petitions, contacting
elected o�cials).

● E�ective con�ict resolution is possible when
evidence, diverse perspectives, and
intended/unintended consequences are
considered.

● A major role of citizens in a representative
democracy is to make responsible decisions
about who should govern.

● Civic participation and deliberation are
the responsibility of every member of
society.

● Members of society have the obligation
to become informed of the facts
regarding public issues and to engage in
honest, mutually respectful discourse to

● advance public policy solutions

Civics, Government, and Human Rights: Democratic Principles
Understanding democratic principles, such as equality, freedom, liberty and respect for individual rights, and how they apply to both o�cial institutions and
informal interactions among citizens is a fundamental concept of being a citizen in a democratic republic.

By the end of grade 2 By the end of grade 5 By the end of grade 8

● The democratic principles this country
was founded upon guide the actions of
local, state and national government (e.g.,
authority, rights, responsibility, fairness,
privacy, [and] freedom to make choices).

● Fundamental rights that allow democratic
societies to function can be seen at all levels
of government in society

● The United States’ system of
government is designed to realize the
ideals of liberty, democracy, limited
government, equality under the law, and
of opportunity, justice, and property
rights.

● The principles of the United States
government are based on political
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philosophies, ideas, and experiences of
earlier governments.

Civics, Government, and Human Rights: Processes and Rules
Processes and rules are how groups of people make decisions, govern themselves, and address public problems. This includes problems at all scales, from a
classroom to local, state, and national public policy to the agreements among nations. Additionally, this includes studying how various rules, processes, laws, and
policies actually work, which requires an understanding of political systems and de�ning and addressing public problems.

By the end of grade 2 By the end of grade 5 By the end of grade 8

● Rules and [laws are established for our
safety and well-being] people who have
authority are necessary to keep everyone
safe, resolve con�icts, and treat people
fairly.

● [Ideal processes] Processes and rules [are
designed to be fair, consistent, and
respectful of all people’s rights] should be
fair, consistent, and respectful of the
human rights of all people

● There are di�erent processes for establishing
rules and laws.

● Rules, laws, and policies are designed to
protect the rights of people, help resolve
con�icts, and promote the common

● In a democratic government, there
● are multiple processes by which

individuals can in�uence the creation of
rules, laws, and public policy.

Civics, Government and Human Rights: Human and Civil Rights
Human rights are universal, inalienable, and interdependent claims that derive from the inherent worth of every individual. They are the birthright of every
human being regardless of race, sex, nationality, ethnicity, language, religion, or any other status. Human rights include the right to life and liberty, freedom
from slavery and torture, freedom of opinion and expression, the right to work and education, and many more. These universal rights are not granted by
states or governments but are inherent to every person.

By the end of grade 2 By the end of grade 5 By the end of grade 8

● Individuals may be different, but all
have the same basic human rights.

● It is the responsibility of individuals and
institutions at the state, national, and
international levels to promote human rights.

● Individuals have the right to be safe and not
to be bullied or discriminated against.

● Human and civil rights include political,
social, economic, and cultural rights.

● [Human rights can be protected or
abused in various societies.] Social and
political systems have protected and
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denied human rights (to varying
degrees) throughout time.12

● Fundamental rights are derived from the
inherent worth of [every] each
individual[, which] and include civil,
political, social, economic, and cultural
rights

Civics, Government and Human Rights: Civic Mindedness
Civic-mindedness is grounded in democratic principles and promotes civic virtues. Responsible citizens are informed and thoughtful, participate in their
communities, act politically, and embrace civic dispositions. Important civic dispositions for a democratic society include civility, open-mindedness,
compromise, and toleration of diversity. In a democratic society, individuals show concern for others’ rights and welfare, fairness, trust in humanity and
political systems, and a sense of public duty. The belief that one’s own actions – alone or in combination with others – can make a di�erence is closely related
to democratic principles and participation.

By the end of grade 2 By the end of grade 5 By the end of grade 8

● Certain character traits can help
individuals become productive members
of their community

● Certain dispositions help individuals
contribute to the health of American
democracy

● The well-being of a democracy depends
upon informed and e�ective
participation of individuals committed
to civility, compromise, and toleration of
diversity.

Geography, People and the Environment: Spatial Views of the World
Spatial views of the world focus on the creation of maps and use of geospatial technologies. Creating maps and other geographical representations is an essential
and enduring part of seeking new geographic knowledge that is personally and socially useful and that can be applied in making decisions and solving problems.
Once maps or other representations are created, it prompts new questions concerning the locations, spaces, and patterns portrayed.

By the end of grade 2 By the end of grade 5 By the end of grade 8

● A map is a symbolic representation of
selected characteristics of a place.

● Geographic data can be used to identify
cultural and environmental

● Maps and other geographic representations,
geospatial technologies, and spatial thinking
can be used to understand and communicate
information.

● Geospatial technologies and
representations help us to make sense of
the distribution of people, places, and
environments and spatial patterns across
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characteristics of places Earth’s surface

Geography, People and the Environment: Human Population Patterns
Human population, patterns and movement focus on the size, composition, distribution, and movement of human populations and how they are fundamental
and active features on Earth’s surface. This includes understanding that the expansion and redistribution of the human population a�ects patterns of settlement,
environmental changes, and resource use. Patterns and movements of population also relate to physical phenomena including climate variability, landforms, and
locations of various natural hazards and their e�ects on population size, composition, and distribution.

By the end of grade 2 By the end of grade 5 By the end of grade 8

● Physical and human characteristics a�ect
where people live (settle).

● People use goods from local and distant
places to meet their daily needs

● Regions form and change as a result of
unique physical conditions, economies, and
cultures.

● Patterns of settlement di�er markedly from
region to region, place to place, and time to
time.

● The experiences people have when they
migrate to new places di�er for many reasons,
including whether it is by choice or
condition.

● The di�usion of ideas and cultural
practices are impacted by the movement
of people and advancements in
transportation, communication, and
technology.

● Relationships between humans and
environments impact spatial patterns of
settlement and movement.

● Global changes in population
distribution patterns a�ect changes in
land use in particular places.

Geography, People and the Environment: Human Environment Interaction
Human-environment interactions are essential aspects of human life in all societies and they occur at local-to-global scales. Human-environment interactions
happen both in speci�c places and across broad regions. Culture in�uences the locations and the types of interactions that occur. Earth’s human systems and
physical systems are in constant interaction and have reciprocal in�uences �owing among them. These interactions result in a variety of spatial patterns that require
careful observation, investigation, analysis, and explanation.

By the end of grade 2 By the end of grade 5 By the end of grade 8

● Environmental characteristics in�uence
how and where people live

● Environmental and cultural characteristics
in�uence where and how people live.

● Human activity a�ects the cultural and
environmental characteristics of places and

● Cultural patterns and economic
decisions in�uence environments and
the daily lives of people.

● The physical and human characteristics
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regions.
● Cultural and environmental characteristics

change over time.

of places and regions are connected to
human identities and cultures

Geography, People and the Environment: Global Interconnections
Global interconnections occur in both human and physical systems. Earth is a set of interconnected ecosystems of which humans are an in�uential part. Many
natural phenomena have no perceptible boundaries. For example, the oceans are one dynamic system. The atmosphere covers the entire planet. Land and water
forms shift over geological eons. Many life forms di�use from place to place and bring environmental changes with them. Humans have spread across the planet,
along with their cultural practices, artifacts, languages, diseases, and other attributes. All of these interconnections create complex spatial patterns at multiple scales
that continue to change over time.

By the end of grade 2 By the end of grade 5 By the end of grade 8

● Global interconnections occur in both
human and physical systems across
di�erent regions of the world.

● Interactions between humans has led to the
spread of cultural practices, artifacts,
languages, diseases, and other attributes as
well as changes in environmental
characteristics.

● In an interconnected world, increased
collaboration is needed by individuals,
groups, and nations to solve global issues

● Cultural and environmental practices
impact the geography of an area.

● The environmental characteristics of
places and production of goods
in�uences the spatial patterns of world
trade.

Economics, Innovation and Technology: Economic Ways of Thinking
Economic decision making involves setting goals and identifying the resources available to achieve those goals. Economic decision-making includes weighing the
additional bene�t of an action against the additional cost. Investigating the incentives that motivate people is an essential part of analyzing economic decision
making.

By the end of grade 2 By the end of grade 5 By the end of grade 8

● Individuals make decisions based on their
needs, wants, and the availability of
resources.

● Limited resources in�uence choices.
● [E�ective decision-making skills can help

● Economic decision-making involves setting
goals and identifying the resources available
to achieve those goals.

● An economy accounts for the bene�ts and

● Economic decision-making involves
setting goals, weighing costs and
bene�ts, and identifying the resources
available to achieve those goals
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when individuals and governments make
economic decisions] Economic decisions
made by individuals and governments
should be informed by an e�ective
decision-making process (e.g., saving,
spending, acquiring debt, investing).

costs of individual choices in dealing with the
scarcity of �nite resources.

Economics, Innovation and Technology: Exchange and Markets
Exchange is when people voluntarily exchange goods and services and expect to gain as a result of the trade. Markets exist to facilitate the exchange of goods and
services. Comparison of bene�ts and costs helps identify the circumstances under which government action in markets is in the best interest of society and when it
is not.

By the end of grade 2 By the end of grade 5 By the end of grade 8

● Goods and services are produced and
exchanged in multiple ways

● The availability of human capital, physical
capital, and/or natural resources has
contributed to the specialization of trade and
production.

● The exchange of goods and services can have
negative and positive e�ects

● People voluntarily exchange goods and
services when all parties expect to gain as
a result of the trade.

● Buyers and sellers interact in competitive
markets based on prices that re�ect
scarcity of goods and services in the
market.

● Markets exist to facilitate the exchange
of goods and services.

● Competition among sellers and buyers
exists in speci�c markets

Economics, Innovation and Technology: National Economy
The national economy includes studying how the changes in the amounts and qualities of human capital, physical capital, and natural resources in�uence current
and future economic conditions and standards of living. All markets working together in�uence economic growth and �uctuations in well-being. (Monetary and
�scal policies are often designed and used in attempts to moderate �uctuations and encourage growth under a wide variety of circumstances.)

By the end of grade 2 By the end of grade 5 By the end of grade 8

● The availability of resources in�uences ● The government uses a variety of tools to pay ● A national economy includes studying

Revised August 2022
Board Adopted August 30, 2021



Florham Park Social Studies

7th Grade Social Studies Curriculum

current and future economic conditions.
● Governments play an economic  role in

the lives of individuals and communities

for the goods and services that it provides to
individuals and communities.

● A nation's economy is in�uenced by its
government, human and physical capital,
availability of resources, and technological
progress

the changes in the amounts and qualities
of human capital, physical capital, and
natural resources.

● The production and consumption of
goods and services in�uence economic
growth, well-being, and quality of life

Economics, Innovation and Technology: Global Economy
The global economy is the system of trade and industry across the world that has emerged due to globalization. Economic globalization occurs with cross-border
movement of goods, services, technology, information, and human, physical, and �nancial capital. Understanding why people specialize and trade, and how that
leads to increased economic interdependence, are fundamental steps in understanding how the world economy functions. While trade provides signi�cant
bene�ts, it is not without costs. Comparing those bene�ts and costs is essential in evaluating policies to in�uence trade among individuals and businesses in
di�erent countries.

By the end of grade 2 By the end of grade 5 By the end of grade 8

● There are bene�ts to trading goods and
services with other countries.

● Increased economic interdependence among
nations is a result of trade, sharing of ideas,

● and innovation

● The global economy is the system of
trade and industry across the world that
has emerged due to globalization.

● Economic globalization occurs with
cross-border movement of goods,
services, technology, information, and
human, physical, and �nancial capital.

● Economic policies require an analysis of
policies that in�uence trade among
individuals and businesses in di�erent
countries.

● Economic interdependence is impacted
by increased specialization and trade.

History, Culture, and Perspectives: Continuity and Change
Change and continuity over time require assessing similarities and di�erences between historical periods and between the past and present. It also involves
understanding how a change in one area of life relates to a change in other areas, bringing together political, economic, intellectual, social, cultural and other
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factors. Understanding the interrelation of patterns of change requires evaluating the context within which events unfolded in order not to view events in
isolation, and to be able to assess the signi�cance of speci�c individuals, groups, and developments.

By the end of grade 2 By the end of grade 5 By the end of grade 8

● Historical timelines put events in
chronological order to help people
understand the past.

● Understanding the past helps to make
sense of the present

● Chronological sequencing helps us track
events over time.

● Interactions of people and events throughout
history have shaped the world we experience
today.

● Chronological sequencing helps us
understand the interrelationship of
historical events.

● Political, economic, social, and cultural
factors both change and stay the same
over time.

● Historical events may have single,
multiple, and direct and indirect causes
and e�ects.

● Historical events and developments are
shaped by social, political, cultural,
technological, and economic factors.

History, Culture, and Perspectives: Understanding Perspectives
Understanding perspectives requires recognizing the multiplicity of points of view in the past, which makes it important to seek out a range of sources on any
historical question. One must recognize that perspectives change over time, so that historical understanding requires developing a sense of empathy with people in
the past whose perspectives might be very di�erent from those of today. Analyzing perspectives requires understanding how historical contexts shape people’s
perspectives.

By the end of grade 2 By the end of grade 5 By the end of grade 8

● Two or more individuals can have a
di�erent understanding of the same
event.

● Respecting and understanding the views
of others helps one learn about various
perspectives, thoughts, and cultures

● Respecting and understanding the views of
others helps one learn about various
perspectives, thoughts, and cultures.

● Events may be viewed di�erently based on
one's perspective.

● Historical records are shaped by the society
that the creator lived in.

● An individual’s perspective is impacted
by one’s background and experiences.

● Perspectives change over time.
● Historical contexts and events shaped

and continue to shape people’s
perspectives.

● The perspectives of people in the present
shape interpretations of the past.
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History, Culture, and Perspectives: Historical Sourcing and Evidence
Historical sourcing and evidence is based on a review of materials and sources from the past. Examining sources often leads to further questions as well as answers
in a spiraling process of inquiry. Determining the values and limitations of sources is a process that involves taking into account features of the source itself, such as
its creator, date, purpose, and content in order to assess the validity and reliability of the source.

By the end of grade 2 By the end of grade 5 By the end of grade 8

● The nature of history involves stories of
the past preserved in a variety of sources.

● Historians analyze accounts of history
through a variety of sources, including
di�ering accounts of the same event

● There are a variety of sources that help us
understand the past.

● Our understanding of the past deepens
through analysis of a wide variety of primary
and

● secondary sources

● Historical sourcing and evidence are
based on a review of materials and
sources from the past.

● Examining historical sources may answer
questions but may also lead to more
questions.

● Historians consider the relevance and
validity of sources to understand the
perspectives of those involved when
evaluating historical arguments.

History, Culture, and Perspectives: Claims and Argumentation
Claims are statements, potentially arguable, about what is valid/true and about what should be done or believed. Claims can address issues of change over time,
the relevance of sources, the perspectives of those involved and many other topics. Claims must be based on evidence. Argumentation is a social process of two or
more people(s) making arguments, responding to one another and modifying or defending their positions accordingly.
Arguments are claims backed by reasons that are supported by evidence from multiple relevant historical sources and interpretations into a reasoned argument
about the past.

By the end of grade 2 By the end of grade 5 By the end of grade 8

● Historians create arguments outlining
ideas or explanations based on evidence

● Historians use evidence from multiple
sources to support their claims and
arguments about the past.

● Historians analyze claims within sources
for perspective and validity.

● Historians develop arguments  using
evidence from multiple relevant
historical sources
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Social Studies Practices

The practices are the skills that individuals who work in the �eld of social sciences use on a regular basis. Because the purpose of social studies is to provide students
with the knowledge, skills and attitudes they need to be active, informed, responsible individuals and contributing members of their communities, many of the
practices can be applied to daily life. Curriculum writers and educators will want to consider how they can design learning experiences that will enable their students to
develop these skills in conjunction with the content knowledge re�ected in the core ideas and performance expectations (Citizens, 2008).

Practice Description

Developing Questions and Planning
Inquiry

Developing insightful questions and planning e�ective inquiry involves identifying the purposes of di�erent
questions to understand the human experience, which requires addressing real world issues. Inquiries
incorporating questions from various social science disciplines build understanding of the past, present and
future; these inquiries investigate the complexity and diversity of individuals, groups, and societies.

Gathering and Evaluating Sources Finding, evaluating and organizing information and evidence from multiple sources and perspectives are the
core of inquiry. E�ective practice requires evaluating the credibility of primary and secondary sources,
assessing the reliability of information, analyzing the context of information, and corroborating evidence
across sources. Discerning opinion from fact and interpreting the signi�cance of information requires
thinking critically about ourselves and the world

Seeking Diverse Perspectives Making sense of research �ndings requires thinking about what information is included, whether the
information answers the question, and what may be missing, often resulting in the need to complete
additional research. Developing an understanding of our own and others’ perspectives builds understanding
about the complexity of each person and the diversity in the world. Exploring diverse perspectives assists
students in empathizing with other individuals and groups of people; quantitative and qualitative
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information provides insights into speci�c people, places, and events, as well as
national, regional, and global trends.

Developing Claims and Using Evidence Developing claims requires careful consideration of evidence, logical organization of information,
self-awareness about biases, application of analysis skills, and a willingness to revise conclusions based on the
strength of evidence. Using evidence responsibly means developing claims based on factual evidence, valid
reasoning, and a respect for human rights

Presenting Arguments and Explanations Using a variety of formats designed for a purpose and an authentic audience forms the basis for clear
communication. Strong arguments contain claims with organized evidence and valid reasoning that respects
the diversity of the world and the dignity of each person. Writing �ndings and engaging in civil discussion
with an audience provides a key step in the process of thinking critically about conclusions and continued
inquiry

Engaging in Civil Discourse and
Critiquing Conclusions

Assessing and re�ning conclusions through metacognition, further research, and deliberative discussions
with diverse perspectives sharpens the conclusions and improves thinking as a vital part of the process of
sensemaking. Responsible citizenship requires respectfully listening to and critiquing claims by analyzing the
evidence and reasoning supporting them. Listening to and understanding contrary views can deepen learning
and lay the groundwork for seeking consensus

Taking Informed Action After thoroughly investigating questions, taking informed action means building consensus about possible
actions and planning strategically to implement change. Democracy requires citizens to practice discussion,
negotiation, coalition-seeking, and peaceful con�ict resolution. When appropriate, taking informed action
involves creating and/or implementing action plans designed to solve problems and create positive change.
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